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Taxation system punishes payers, rewards dodgers 


ineffective in the imposition of 
personal income taxes, and on 
the other, most of the highly paid 
didn’t pay as much tax as they 
should,” said Qian. 

As Professor Hu An’gang of the 
Institute of Public Administra- 
tion and Management of Tsing- 
hua University holds, high-income 
earners — who last year formed 
less than 20 percent of the total 
population and own more than 80 
percent of the country’s 7,000 bil- 
lion yuan savings — contribute 


third of these 30,000 key tax- 
payers and set up files for 
10,044 high earners, mostly pri- 
vate entrepreneurs. 

“There’s still a long way to go for 
China’s personal income tax sys- 
tem to help adjust income distribu- 
tion in society,” said Qian Cheng. 

“As long as cash flows domi- 
nate in China, and no networks 
among the banks works, tax eva- 
sion will persist due to a lack 
of official supervision on personal 
income.” 


‘After all, you can only eat three 
meals a day no matter how rich you 
are.’ 

— Huang Fajing, entrepreneur 


less than 10 percent of the na- 
tion’s total income tax. 

Individual income tax in 
Beijing has become the second- 
largest source of tax revenue, next 
only to business tax, reaching 
50.32 billion yuan in the first half 
of 2002. 

But statistics from the tax bu- 
reau of Haidian district, one of 
the areas with the greatest num- 
ber of wealthy people in the city, 
show 88 percent of personal in- 
come tax derives from salaries. 

About 10 percent comes from 
non-salary income, including divi- 
dends or bonus interest, the main 
source of income for the wealthy. 

Asked about how to levy taxes 
on non-salary income, an official 
at Beijing Tax Bureau said it was 
really difficult to verify the exact 
amount of “black income”. 

To enforce personal income tax 
on the rich, the city tax bureau 
last month defined the key tax- 
payers as those whose annual in- 
come surpasses 100,000 yuan and 
those with multiple channels of 
income. 

Haidian alone covers one 


Redistribution 

The Gini Coefficient, the in- 
ternational measure of income 
distribution, stands at 0.458 in 
China, breaching the internation- 
al warning standard of 0.4. It is 
said by economists that Chinese 
society has thus entered a period 
of income distribution inequity. 

Qian said broadly speaking, 
she supported the enforcement of 
personal income taxation on the 
wealthy to prevent the widening 
gap between the rich and the poor. 

“But we should never overem- 
phasize the function of personal 
income tax. Income tax can only 
make the rich less rich, instead 
of making the poor richer. So it’s 
more important to control the ini- 
tial distribution channel.” 

The critical problem is how to 
alleviate poverty by strengthen- 
ing social security, said Qian. 

“One efficient way is to create 
more job opportunities by encour- 
aging more private entrepreneurs 
to boost investments.” 

Qian has just returned from 
Yantai in Shandong, where she 
gave lectures on taxes to local pri- 


vate entrepreneurs. 

Most of the entrepreneurs, she 
said, felt puzzled about the latest 
tightening of inspections on their 
income tax. 

“Some said they would rather 
maintain the original size of the 
company than reinvest their own 
earnings, as the latter option 
would result in heavier taxes. 

“So if the private entrepre- 
neurs can enjoy certain tax pref- 
erential policies for reinvestment, 
it will help solve the unemploy- 
ment problem.” 

Chen Huai, director of the 
Market Economy Research Insti- 
tute of the Development Research 
Center under the State Council 
echoed Qian’s sentiments. It is 
wrong to narrow the purpose of 
income tax collection into a sim- 
ple attempt to deprive the rich of 
their economic superiority. 

“In the market economy, the 
income gap plays an important 
role in arousing people’s enthusi- 
asm for work and raising efficien- 
cy,” he said. 

“The international practice of 
balancing incomes between the 
rich and the poor does not depend 
just on income tax, but a series of 
related taxes — such as property 
tax, gift tax and inheritance tax,” 
Chen added. 

Qian said in a nutshell, tax 
policies should be especially pru- 
dent about protecting private en- 
terprises that have been playing 
an increasingly important role in 
China’s economy. 

She revealed national tax de- 
partments are discussing stipu- 
lating a new tax item that benefits 
private entrepreneurs who rein- 
vest income. 

Rich defend themselves 

“Some rich people may evade 
taxes, but I think it’s the duty of 
every citizen of society to pay tax- 
es, so we should not overempha- 
size taxation of the wealthy,” said 
Huang Fajing, manager of Rifeng 
Lighter Manufacturing Compa- 


ny, from Wenzhou, Zhejiang prov- 
ince, an area where private 
enterprises boom. 

In Huang’s opinion, the more 
money an enterprise earns, the 
more risk it is most likely taking. 

“Sometimes when your for- 
tune grows, what you most care 
about is the long-term develop- 
ment of the whole company and 
the fulfillment of your personal 
value rather than your personal 
interests. 

“After all, you can only eat 
three meals a day no matter how 
rich you are.” 

Huang told Beijing Today most 
private entrepreneurs in Wen- 
zhou pay income taxes legally, but 
the tax burden is really a little bit 
heavy for small companies. 

“Although I am a rich person 
by local standards, most of my 
personal assets are being con- 
stantly reinvested into the ex- 
pansion of my company, and that 
is usually repeatedly taxed,” said 
Huang. 

A private business owner in 
Beijing expressed his worry about 
the recent tightening of taxes on 
the rich. 

“Most of our private entre- 
preneurs earn money by legal 
means. If the country is now en- 
forcing tax on us, it may hurt the 
burgeoning private enterprises. 
And there may exist the possi- 
bility some entrepreneurs will 
transfer their earnings abroad,” 
said he, who requested anonym- 
ity. 

Beijing Today tried to contact 
Liu Yonghao, one of the top 10 
richest in China as assessed by 
Forhes magazine and president of 
New Hope Group. 

His secretary Luo Jie said Liu 
draws “routine salaries” from the 
company and pays income taxes 
on them. 

“All the board of directors, in- 
cluding the staff, must draw sala- 
ries, as stipulated by our group,” 
he said. 
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By Xiao Rong 

T he 10 richest men in 
China have come un- 
der fire from the Chi- 
nese media as tax 
dodgers in recent 

weeks. 

“The fact that the rich evade 
tax proves that our income tax 
system doesn’t work well in ad- 
justing the gap between the rich 
and the poor. As a result, the 
rich get richer,” wrote a com- 
mentator in Beijing Youth Daily 
on July 3. 

“The original progressive in- 
tent of our tax system has actu- 
ally become regressive,” said Ma 
Shiling in a July 18 article in the 
International Financial Times. 

But the 10 richest individuals 
recently listed in the Asian Wall 
Street Journal see themselves as 
soft targets for a question much 
more complex to resolve. 

System loopholes 

“The main reason for private 
entrepreneurs being able to duck 
income tax by not drawing a salary 
from their companies lies in loop- 
holes in our tax system,” said Sun 
Gang, taxation division director at 
the Fiscal Science Research Insti- 
tute of the Ministry of Finance. 


Sun says the proliferation and 
duplication of taxes makes eva- 
sion almost irresistible. 

“First the wages are taxed as 
personal income tax — but then 
the net wages are deducted from 
the company’s profits. The prof- 
its are taxed as corporate in- 
come tax. Then these net profits 
are distributed to shareholders 
as dividends, at which point an- 
other 20 percent tax is levied on 
the shareholders.” 

That’s why so many private 
entrepreneurs are reluctant to 
draw salaries for themselves. It 
will not help company develop- 
ment, says Qian Cheng, vice di- 
rector of the Finance College of 
Renmin University. 

Sun said supervision and 
auditing of companies awaits 
strengthening to curb dubious de- 
ductibles. 

“Personal income should be dif- 
ferentiated from company earn- 
ings so that business owners who 
buy houses or cars in their com- 
pany name can be prevented from 
doing so,” he said. 

Who are big taxpayers? 

“On the one hand, the Chinese 
taxation system needs further 
improvement and is relatively 


Haidian personal income tax office sees some of the wealthiest visitors 
in the country. Photo by Qu Liyan 


The prize-winning design for the 
Olympic Green. Photo by Qian Bingge 


Design Firm Cleans Up 
at 2008 Olympic Contest 


By Xiao Rong 

An American architecture 
company has won big in the 
2008 Olympic venue design 
contest. 

San Francisco-based Sasa- 
ki Associates together with 
Tianjin Huahui Architect and 
Design Company won the 
US$250,000 top prize for the 
Olympic Green, the nucleus of 
the Games which includes the 
Olympic Park, Athletes Village 
and stadium. 

Sasaki also collected second 
prize for its design for the Wuke- 
song Sports and Culture Cen- 
ter. No design was deemed good 
enough for the top prize. Swiss 
firm Burckhardt+PartnerAG 
also won second prize. 

Thirteen prize-winners 


were selected from 89 bids. The 
public can vote for their favor- 
ite at the Beijing International 
Convention Center July 16 to 
26. Organizers said actual con- 
struction will not necessarily 
follow the winning plans, but 
they will draw ideas from the 
plans as much as possible. 

“We would like to stress the 
importance of water and the 
combination of mountains with 
water. I think a place which 
is abundant with water is the 
most beautiful one,” said Liu 
Thai-Ker, jury president, a Sin- 
gaporean architect and urban 
planning expert. 

He said the first prize for 
the Olympic Green best repre- 
sents this traditional idea in 
Chinese culture. 


New Rich Face Music 
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Government 


Off Recycling of Poor Products 


Remittance Bridge 
Spans Strait 


Ten makers of sub-par products have been listed as the first targets of a national quality check campaign 


By Zhu Ying/ Shan Jinliang 

On Tuesday, the State Admin- 
istration of Quality Supervision 
and Quarantine made its first 
use of a system in which unqual- 
ified products can be forced to be 
recycled since the system went 
into effect this April. 

The administration announced 
the focus of this debut campaign 
is electrical plugs and sockets 
with serious quality problems 
made by ten domestic companies. 
The defective products have been 
ordered to be recycled following 
the administration’s survey of the 
market conducted in the second 


quarter of the year, which showed 
they did not meet state heat resis- 
tance, burn resistance and inter- 
nal construction standards. 

Consumers can demand to 
return plugs and sockets found to 
have problems to shopping markets 
or the ten listed manufacturers. 

According to Liu Zhaobin, 
head of the law and regulation 
department of the State Admin- 
istration of Quality Supervision, 
the recycling system is similar 
to other countries’ auto recall 
systems, but aimed at a wider 
range of products, including home 
appliances and electronics. 


Liu Chunyan, deputy director 
of the product department of the 
administration, said the system 
will become routine, giving the 
state the right to recycle products 
found to have quality problems. 

Local quality departments will 
keep track of all recycling pro- 
cedures nationwide, and compa- 
nies that refuse to recycle or only 
recycle a small quantity of their 
sub-standard products will be 
severely punished, paying one- 
time fines of up to 100,000 yuan. 

Recycling is more thorough 
than recalls, said Wu Shaoping, 
professor of the Economics 


Research Institute of the Capital 
University of Economics and Busi- 
ness. Recalls provide for the repair 
of defective parts of products 
rather than the return or replac- 
ing of old products, he added, 
while recycling is a kind of coer- 
cive, unconditional act, requiring 
the full compensation of a cus- 
tomer’s payment for a product. 

Under the recycling system, 
companies will pay high prices 
for manufacturing sub-par prod- 
ucts and face long-term pressure 
to maintain quality, said Cheng 
Dongqi, director of the economics 
research institute under the State 


Development Planning Commis- 
sion. The system should also help 
push the improvement of techno- 
logical reform and upgrading in 
domestic industries. 

An executive who requested 
anonymity from Shanghai Chen- 
glong Electronics Corp., one of 
the 10 listed companies, said the 
company has received a notice 
from the national quality admin- 
istration and stopped production 
of all electrical plugs and sock- 
ets on Tuesday. He added that 
stopping production is a good 
decision considering the facility’s 
problems. 


Foreign Banks Fight Allegations of 
Fee Adjustment 

By Shan Jinliang / Wang Haijin 

Executives of the US-based Citibank have flatly denied 
allegations made in a report published in International Finan- 
cial News on July 11 that said the bank adjusted its deposit 
fees before its arrival in China, and its protests have been 
echoed by Hong Kong-based banks HSBC, Standard Charter 
Bank and the Bank of East Asia. 

These four foreign banks make up the first group of banks 
approved to operate in China this year, following the country’s 
accession to the World Trade Organization last November. 

“The 0.25% processing fee charged when consumers with- 
draw US dollars has been in place since Citibank began offer- 
ing foreign currency services to Chinese clients this March,” 
said Guo Ye, manager of Public Affairs of the bank, “It is not 
a recent adjustment.” 

Since Citibank launched the above business in its Shang- 
hai branch Puxi sub-branch on March 21, it has maintained 
its 0.25% fee collection standard and policy of charging a fee 
of 100 yuan ($12) on single-day deposits that total less than 
$100,000 and 50 yuan ($6) on deposits that add up to less 
than $5,000. 

Zhang Dandan, spokesperson for HSBC, told Beijing Youth 
Daily on July 11 the bank will maintain its standard service 
charge of $20 per half year on accounts with deposits of less than 
$2,000 and the 0.25% fee on foreign currency withdrawal. “There 
are crowds in our branches in Beijing and in Shanghai, meaning 
market response to our services has been strong and our clients 
can accept our fee standards,” she added. 

According to Zhang, because of its relatively small number 
of branches and employees in the Chinese mainland, HSBC 
mainly focuses on how to meet the needs of each individual 
client instead of lowering fees to attract more customers. 

Chinese Passenger Loses Suit 
to Dutch Airline 

By Ivy Zhang/ Shan Jinliang 

A passenger who felt Dutch Royal Airlines should inform 
him in Chinese that his luggage was overweight failed to 
plead a convincing case in the second trial of his lawsuit 
against the airline heard on July 10 at the Beijing no. 2 Inter- 
mediate People’s Court. 

Liu Chi, chief legal consultant to Caterpillar China Invest- 
ment, purchased a Beijing-Paris round trip ticket from the 
airline on February 12, 1999. On March 3, 1999, Liu was to fly 
back on the airline’s flight KL 1264 to Beijing. 

When checking in his luggage, Liu was told the maximum 
weight that could be carried for free was 20 kilograms, but 
his luggage weighed in at 50 kilograms. After negotiations, 
the airline charged Liu 2,075 francs for 10 kilograms of excess 
luggage weight. 

Liu raised a stink over the overweight charges after return- 
ing to China, and failed to reach an agreement with the air- 
line after repeated bargaining. 

In March last year, Liu filed a case with the Beijing Chaoy- 
ang District People’s Court, alleging the airline did not inform 
him in Chinese of the luggage weight limit, which infringed 
his right to be informed as a customer and caused him eco- 
nomic losses. 

Liu petitioned the court to request the airline rescind the 
overweight charge and compensate him for the interest he 
could have received on the money and his legal and other 
fees. 

Following the failure of his first case in August last year, 
Liu appealed the case to a higher court, Beijing No. 2 Interme- 
diate People’s Court, where his charges were also rejected. 

The court ruled that because the luggage weight limit was 
indicated in English on Liu’s air ticket, the airline did its duty 
in notifying passengers in a way recognized by Chinese civil 
aviation authorities. 

The court suggested Dutch Royal Airlines add Chinese lan- 
guage notices to inform Chinese passengers of issues like luggage 
weight limits, but said the airline’s failure to do so was not illegal. 

After the ruling was announced, Liu Chi’s lawyer, Li Jing- 
sheng, said, “We have already achieved our goal of raising 
Dutch Royal Airlines’ awareness of Chinese consumers.” 

Li added, however, that customers’ rights to be informed 
have yet to be fully realized. “Businesses have the obligation 
to tell consumers about their products and their products’ 
contents, which requires not only providing information but 
making sure consumers understand the information,” he said, 
“As an overseas airline operating in China, does writing 
notices in English constitute protecting the rights of Chinese 
consumers to be informed?” 

A report run in China Youth Daily on Monday attributed 
Liu’s loss in the case to a lack of relevant domestic laws. 
China’s Product Quality Law addresses consumers’ rights to 
be informed by requiring product names, producer names 
and production locations be marked in Chinese characters on 
products. 

According to the report, the judge overseeing the case said 
Dutch Royal Airlines’ services cannot be categorized as prod- 
ucts, meaning there are no laws that directly support Chinese 
passengers’ interests. 



Students made up the majority of customers at the IVNT Internet cafe near Renmin University 
yesterday afternoon. Photo by Chen Shuyi 

Thirty Internet Cafes Reopen After 
One Month of Checks 


By Shan Jinliang 
After having their doors closed 
for almost a month, 30 licensed 
Beijing cyber cafes reopened 
yesterday after passing qualifi- 
cation checks. 

A Beijing Today reporter vis- 
ited IVNT Internet cafe near 
Renmin University yesterday, 
finding around half-full at 2pm. 
A poster was hung on the cafe’s 
door that read: “No surfing of 
illegal websites.” 

These 30 establishments 
were the first of the 2,400 Inter- 
net bars in the capital to reopen 
following the arson tragedy at 
the Lanjisu Cyber Cafe on June 
16, in which 25 young people 
died and 13 were badly burned. 
Reports in People’s Daily have 
said that 2,200 of all the cyber 
cafes in the city used to operate 
illegally. 

Following Beijing’s ban on 
the operation of cyber cafes, 
the Chinese Ministry of Cul- 
ture, the Ministry of Public 
Security, the Ministry of Infor- 


mation Industry and the State 
Administration of Industry and 
Commerce launched a nation- 
wide inspection of Internet 
cafes, focusing on the mid- 
dle-ground between rural and 
urban areas. As part of the cam- 
paign, which will last from July 
1 to August 31, all Internet 
cafes must re-register before 
October 1. 

The 30 cafes that resumed 
business on Wednesday signed 
a joint public statement, in 
which their owners vowed to 
refuse entry to customers under 
the age of 18, to ban smoking 
and to operate no earlier than 
8am and no later than 12pm 
every day. 

Added safety measures 
required at the businesses include 
the removal of fixed barriers that 
can prevent access to exits, keep- 
ing doors and windows unlocked, 
and the installation of safety facil- 
ities such as fire control equip- 
ment. Noisy behavior, gambling 
and violent electronic games have 


been forbidden. 

The joint statement also says 
the cafes’ computers have been 
equipped with computer secu- 
rity management software to 
filter out unhealthy information 
and that one security worker 
will be employed to monitor 
at most every 50 computers in 
each cafe. 

In addition, the Beijing munic- 
ipal government has opened a 
special post address, telephone 
number and website for the public 
to report illegally operating Inter- 
net cafes and for the supervision 
of the reopened cafes. 

Residents who report illegal 
Internet cafes or illegal acts 
at the just-reopened cafes will 
receive rewards after their 
reports are confirmed. The 
Beijing Bureau of Culture’s 
hotline for making reports is 
66038047, the Beijing Bureau of 
Culture’s is 65249006, and the 
Bureau of Industry and Com- 
merce’s is 12315. 

(Source: Xinhuanet) 


First Professional Credit Information 
Collector Rolls Up Sleeves 


By Zhang Le 

Local businesspeople will gain 
access to credit information on their 
business partners for the first time 
tomorrow with the launch of Beijing 
Credit Management Corp. 

The opening of the company is 
another step in the establishment 
of a credit system in the capital fol- 
lowing the trial implementation of 
a credit system by Zhongguancun 
Science Park last December and 
the enterprise credit search system 
being prepared for launch in Sep- 
tember by the Beijing Bureau of 
Industry and Commerce. 

Beijing Credit Management will 
help facilitate the formation of a 
full-scale credit monitoring system 
and is aimed at being able to 
hold and provide credit informa- 


tion about every resident and com- 
pany in the city. 

A Beijing Evening News report of 
last week said the company would 
play a key role in keeping potential 
defrauders in line as an impartial 
and independent third party. 

Beijing Credit Management was 
co-funded by Beijing State-owned 
Assents Management Corp, Capi- 
tal Information Corp., the Beijing 
Small and Medium-sized Enter- 
prises Service Center and Zhong- 
guancun Hi-tech Insurance Corp, 
with 20 million yuan in registered 
capital. 

Wu Bo, general manager of the 
company said, “We have started to 
collect credit information on both 
individuals and companies from 
municipal bureaus, commissions 


and offices. But information from 
the government will cover only 
60% of the resources we require to 
establish a basic system. The other 
40% of the data will be collected 
by our own staff.” He added all use 
of credit data would be charged to 
cover the company’s high expenses 
in collecting information 

According to Wu, the company 
will not sell information indiscrim- 
inately, only releasing information 
when business deals are ready to 
go through and keeping data from 
being resold. 

The Zhongguancun credit 
system was the first of its kind 
in the city, but has not met with 
a very warm response from the 
public and businesses in the past 
half year. 


By Zhang Ran 

The Industrial and Com- 
mercial Bank of China (ICBC) 
announced on July 11 the start 
of direct remittance and set- 
tlement services with Taiwan 
province, followed by the 
bank’s Xiamen branch in 
Fujian province making its 
first remittance from Taiwan 
on Tuesday. 

The whole procedure took 
only one hour. The shortened 
route should save bank cli- 
ents an average of $15-25 per 
remittance compared to pre- 
vious fees, with the length of 
time needed for the process 
almost halved to within one 
day. Due to the use of different 
currencies on the two sides 
of the strait, no Chinese ren- 
minbi or new Taiwan dollars 
can be handled at this point. 

ICBC had signed agree- 
ments with 22 local banks and 
12 foreign banks operating 
in the long-separated island 
province as its correspondent 
banks, through which ICBC 
can handle remittances, let- 
ters of credit and settlements 
across the Taiwan Strait. 

By straightening the route for 
business exchange, operational 
costs will drop and fresh busi- 
ness opportunities should rise. 

Taiwanese investors have 
poured $60 billion of invest- 
ment into more than 40,000 
businesses on the mainland 
since 1978, but previously had 
to make remittances and settle 
accounts through third par- 
ties, mostly Hong Kong or US- 
based banks, due to political 
barriers. 

Internet Publications to 
Be on the Up and Up 

By Shan Jinliang 

Aiming to create a sound 
Internet environment in China, 
the State Press and Publica- 
tions Administration and the 
Ministry of Information Indus- 
try issued the Internet Publica- 
tions Management Temporary 
Regulation last week. 

According to the regulation, 
the term “Internet publications” 
refers to online communications 
recorded by Internet informa- 
tion providers of their own works 
or edited versions of others’ 
works on the Internet. Publi- 
cations covered by the regula- 
tion include books, newspapers 
and other printed works, video- 
tapes, art, and social and scien- 
tific research. 

All Internet publishing orga- 
nizations have to receive 
approval from their local gov- 
ernments in terms of their 
publication scope, staff, capital, 
equipment and offices. 

Illegal Internet publishing 
organizations will be banned 
and all the appliances, tools and 
income related to illegal acts 
will be confiscated. Organiza- 
tions that earn over 10,000 yuan 
in illegal income will be fined 5 to 
10 times the total figure of their 
unlawful income, and those with 
illegal incomes of below 10,000 
yuan will be fined between 
10,000 and 50,000 yuan. 

CITS Enters Overseas 
Travel Field 

By Zhang Le 

Starting July 10, China 
International Travel Service 
(CITS) has begun offering over- 
seas travel services for foreign 
business inspections, cultural 
exchanges, study and training, 
outside of pure tourism, through 
the newly established CITS Out- 
bound and Inbound Travel Ser- 
vice Corporation. 

CITS is the first of the around 
900 travel agencies in the coun- 
try to offer these kinds of over- 
seas travel services. 

The establishment and 
formal approval of CITS Out- 
bound and Inbound Travel Ser- 
vice is intended to stem illegal 
travel done under the auspices 
of overseas business inspec- 
tions or cultural exchange. 

Previously, five government 
ministries and bureaus were 
in charge of outbound travel, 
their jurisdictions divided 
according to the purpose of the 
trips overseas. 
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Profits Appear for SOHU 

By Yang Xiao 

SOHU.COM (Nasdaq: SOHU), China’s 
best known Internet portal, reported its sec- 
ond quarter results Wednesday. The report 
shows the company achieved positive earn- 
ings before interest, tax, depreciation and 
amortization - two quarters ahead of the 
company s own earnings projections; posi- 
tive cash flow from operations; a record reve- 
nue growth of 35 percent and gross margins 
reaching 49 percent. 

“This historic quarter underscores SO- 
HU’s outstanding ability to translate the 
potential of the dynamic Chinese Inter- 
net market into positive returns,” said 
Charles Zhang, CEO of SOHU. 

SOHU’s US$3.36 million advertising 
revenues for the second quarter were up 
34 percent from $2.51 million in the first 
quarter, beating company predictions by 
$0.56 million. Advertising revenue gross 
margins reached an unprecedented high of 
56 percent, up from 42 percent in the first 
quarter. 

The World Cup was instrumental in 
strengthening the base of online advertis- 
ing, allowing SOHU to reach all-time high 
advertising revenues. The company contin- 
ues to reap the benefits of educating Chi- 
nese companies about the value of online 
advertising. Domestic advertising clients 
provided an 81 percent share of advertis- 
ing revenue. 

SOHU’s business strategy of monetiz- 
ing its vast user base continued to pay off, 
with non-advertising revenues contribut- 
ing 45 percent of total revenues in the sec- 
ond quarter. 

“Building a successful business in the 
Chinese Internet industry no longer relies 
exclusively on the online advertising mar- 
ket. Via both PC and wireless devices, SO- 
HU’s users have become customers for paid 
services. For our short messaging products 
we are targeting the market of 160 million 
mobile phone users. For our SOHU E-Store 
we are targeting 60 million current Internet 
users. In Q3 of this year we will further ex- 
pand our consumer businesses with the of- 
ficial launch of SOHUStock.com, an online 
securities trading web site, and our latest 
venture SOHU Online, an all-in-one plat- 
form for Internet access and content,” said 
Zhang. 



Zhang, “we can expect to see real profits 
next year. ” Photo by Yang Xiao 


Chinese and Korean 
Banks Team Up 

The Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China (ICBC) and the Korea Exchange 
Bank (KEB) of the Republic of Korea 
signed an agreement of all-round busi- 
ness cooperation Monday in a move the 
two sides said would allow them to offer 
more financial services to their clients. 

A spokesman for ICBC said the agree- 
ment covers remittance, crediting, credit 
card, information exchange and other 
business areas. According to the agree- 
ment, the ICBC and the KEB will offer fa- 
vorable conditions to each other’s clients 
when providing them with loans in local 
currency. 

In individual financial services, the 
ICBC and the KEB will offer favorable ex- 
change rates to cardholders of the other 
bank when they change foreign currency 
or draw cash. In addition, clients of one 
bank can use the other bank’s services in 
money remittance. 

Founded in 1967, the KEB is one of 
South Korea’s largest commercial banks, 
and is the first South Korean bank to en- 
ter the Chinese market. (Xinhua) 

McDonald’s launches rice 
menu 

Following KFC, McDonald’s has un- 
veiled a new product category in Hong 
Kong - two rice dishes. 

The fast food giant hopes the rice 
menu will suit the dietary habits of Hong 
Kongers, for whom rice is a staple food, ac- 
cording to a press released Tuesday. 

The two rice dishes are grilled chicken 
with rice and mushroom sauce and chick- 
en cutlet with rice and curry sauce. Both 
are made with Japanese pearl rice cooked 
with a savory broth and served with crispy 
fresh broccoli. (Xinhua) 


FINANCE 


Disputes over 
Non-Performing Rate 

Ernst & Young report challenges government statistics 


By Yang Xiao 

A ccording to a report, titled 
Ernst & Young Asia 2002 
Non-performing Loans , says 
non-performing rate of China’s four 
biggest state-owned banks is 34 per- 
cent, 10 percent higher than the figure 
given by the People’s Bank of China. 

China Construction Bank is one of 
the four state-owned banks referred to 
in the report. An officer of the bank’s 
public relations department, who de- 
clined to be named, told Beijing Today, 
“We just announced our non-perform- 
ing rate had fallen to 13.2 percent by 
the end of June. The gap between for- 
eign views and the central bank stems 
from calculation methods. I don’t know 
what method Ernst & Young adopted 
for its report. The People’s Bank of 
China recognizes two methods, and 
it uses one method - an internation- 
ally recognized five-category system 
for loan classification - that calculat- 
ed the four biggest banks’ average 
non-performing rate at 24.5 percent 
in April. We use another method that 
gives a result much lower than the 
central bank’s statistics.” 

The central bank has ordered the 
banks to lower the non-performing lev- 
el three percent annually, to achieve a 
target of 15 percent by 2005. An an- 
nouncement published Monday said 
the China Construction Bank’s non- 
performing loans had decreased by 
$1.8 billion, and the non-performing 
rate dropped by 1.71 percentage points 


to 13.2 percent. 

Besides the China Construction 
Bank, the Industrial and Commercial 
Bank of China announced last Tues- 
day that in the first six months, the 
bank lowered its non-performing loans 
by $2.7 billion or 2.28 
percentage points. 

State-owned banks 
are strengthening a 
strict approach to lim- 
it new loans. Accord- 
ing to Wu Xiaoling, 
vice governor of the 
People’s Bank of Chi- 
na, all banks rule that 
if a newly approved 
loan goes bad, the 
responsible employ- 
ees will be punished. 

Therefore employees 
must find zero risk 
credibility projects to 
grant loans. Through 
this approach the bad 
loans can be gradual- 
ly diluted. 

Ernst & Young con- 
cedes that the method it adopts counts 
on the asset management companies’ 
switched bad loans. This method, used 
extensively in the west, has proved 
unpopular in almost all Asian econ- 
omies. Ernst & Young analyzes that 
the global recession, constantly chang- 
ing government policies and inflexible 
banking systems have all led to the 
accumulation of bad loans. 


The report reveals that the initia- 
tive that sells $480 billion bad loans 
to international investors halted due 
to lack of relevant laws to protect po- 
tential buyers. The law on bankruptcy 
contains some bugs that private en- 
terprises cannot work 
around, forcing debt- 
ors to choose not so 
transparent approach 
to acquire their as- 
sets. Besides, court’s 
verdicts are some- 
times not enforced. In 
addition, some foreign 
investors may find it 
impossible to repatri- 
ate hard currencies 
from China, the re- 
port pointed out. 

Despite various 
challenges, the cen- 
tral bank is sticking 
to its own inter- 
pretation of non-per- 
forming rates. China 
central bank chief Dai 
Xianglong said in Jan- 
uary the combined non-performing 
loan ratio of the Big Four state banks 
stood at 24.5 percent in 2001, down 
3.8 percentage points from 2000. Al- 
though some western media reported 
Dai as saying that bad loans of big 
state banks were higher than official 
estimates and could be up to 30 per- 
cent of their total lending. But the fig- 
ure was still lower than some western 


estimates of up to 50 percent. 

China has already transferred $310 
billion in non-performing loans to four 
debt-clearing firms set up in 1999; 
a move analysts said helped cut the 
non-performing loans ratio by 10-20 
points, of which about $11.3 billion 
has so far been disposed of and $4.5 
billion has been recovered. 

But the asset management compa- 
nies still have been less successful in 
recovering the debts and reforming 
the ailing state firms that failed to re- 
pay, according to analysts. Some even 
say most of the debts would eventual- 
ly have to be written off, though some 
local officials maintain 30-40 percent 
can be recovered. 

Non-performing loans are a major 
barrier to the four banks being listed 
on the stock exchange. The publication 
of the Ernst & Young report coincides 
with the Bank of China (Hong Kong)’s 
international road show for the IPO, 
which is intended to raise $3 billion. 

In the run-up for the listing, set for 
July 25, Bank of China (Hong Kong) 
has sought to distinguish itself from 
its mainland parent, which is bur- 
dened with bad loans in both domestic 
and international branches. 

Cleaning up its books ahead of 
the listing, the Hong Kong unit has 
transferred billions of dollars of its 
own non-performing loans to the as- 
set management company set up by 
the parent bank and written off hun- 
dreds of millions more. 



Dai Xianglong maintained the 
combined non-performing loan ra- 
tio of the Big Four state banks 
stood at 24.5 percent in 2001. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


IT Giant Stumbles 

Legend Retreats from Internet Business 



By Zhao Yijiang 

A ll but four of Beijing Legend 
Yestock’s several hundred em- 
ployees were dismissed this 
month, according to the Economic 
Observer. The company, once seen as 
Legend Holding’s key foothold in its 
attempt to break into the Internet 
industry, has shut its doors. 
Aggressive investments on 
dotcoms 

On April 18, 2000, Legend an- 
nounced a major business reshuffle, 
switching from information technolo- 
gy products to network technology and 
information services with the launch 
of Internet portal FM365.com. The 
company aimed to make the website 
one of the largest portals in China 
within a year. 

“Leveraging our leadership posi- 
tion in the Chinese mainland com- 
puter market, Legend will put more 
effort into developing our FM365 por- 
tal. Our target is to establish FM365 
as one of the largest portals in the 
market, with 8 million hits a day,” 
Legend chairman Liu Chuanzhi said 
at the time. 

Overwhelmed by the apparent op- 
portunities for dotcoms, Legend quick- 
ly found that the HK$200 million 
originally earmarked for the project 
was not enough. “We can’t miss any 
opportunities,” Liu said in the Inter- 
net booming period, “There are many 
bargains on the market.” Education 
and finance were chosen by Legend as 
the two main focuses of its Internet 
development strategy. 

On August 22, 2000, Legend Group 
announced the purchase of 40 percent 
of the stock shares ofYestock.com, Chi- 
na’s first security trading and mobile 
e-commerce website. The acquisition 
cost Legend US$35 million (approx- 
imately HK$276 million) including 
US$16 million in cash. 

The education sector was another 
major area of emphasis for Legend’s 
Internet business. In cooperation with 
the renowned education institution, 
the Affiliated High School of Peking 
University, Legend built a site for pri- 
mary and secondary distance learn- 
ing. The company also invested 50 
million yuan to set up a company 
named Beijing Liandong Weiye Tech- 
nology Development in December 2000 
in partnership with New Oriental 


School, an English teaching organiza- 
tion that holds over 70 percent of the 
English training market in China. 

The retreat 

When the Internet bubbles started 
to burst in 2000, Legend began re- 
considering its Internet strategy. It 
sealed a contract with AOL for a joint 
venture in June 2001 to use the US 
Internet service provider’s operating 
mode. The joint venture, with each 
side pledging to commit US$100 mil- 
lion, was to earn revenue from fees for 
its technical support and services to 
Legend FM365. The tie-up was seen 
as a boon to FM365. Now FM365 
has became merely a customer service 
website for Legend PC users, after 
burning more than 100 million yuan 
in the last two years. The company 
had to fire eighty percent of its staff 
in FM365, with only twenty remain- 
ing at the end of last year. 

The acquisition of Yestock received 
a vote of no confidence from the mar- 
ket, with dotcom shares nose-diving 
shortly after the announcement. Leg- 
end responded by closing all Yestock 


subsidiaries and decreasing its stake 
in both e-learning, despite its poten- 
tially profitable future, and e-stock 
websites. 

Web gamble: few win 

The Internet is a gamble that is 
generating few winners and lots of 
losers. The rule holds true even for 
the giants. The failure of Legend in its 
Internet foray has many reasons. 

First of all, the group was not well 
prepared for the new business, which 
was driven by the euphoria over the 
Internet at the time. “Industry trends 
pushed us to change direction,” Liu 
admitted. It is a general rule in any 
new businesses that most start-ups 
will eventually be sacrificed to culti- 
vate the market in favor of stronger 
companies. 

Secondly, Legend is a newcomer 
in the industry. Many netizens com- 
plained that FM365’s content was un- 
attractive. “Unlike SINA and SOHU, 
which are focusing on localizing ser- 
vices by setting up branch websites 
in major cities in China, FM365 has 
concentrated on its general website, 


which has failed to lure customers,” 
said William Shi, a market analyst 
based in Shanghai. The company is 
not familiar with finance and educa- 
tion either. “Education and stock trad- 
ing are not areas we have expertise 
in,” said Yang Yuanqing, executive di- 
rector of Legend. 

Thirdly, the “loyalty factor” proved 
less significant than the firm antici- 
pated. As China’s number one PC ven- 
dor, Legend had added online access 
function for some PCs to it website. 
However, it only succeeded in retain- 
ing three customers out of ten as in- 
teractive service users after seven to 
thirteen months of trial use, accord- 
ing to insiders. 

There is no doubt that Internet is 
the direction of the future; the prob- 
lem is how to benefit from it. “We will 
continue to integrate useful Internet 
resources proactively and seamlessly 
to provide effective and proper ser- 
vices to customers,” Yang said at 
the Third High-Level Forum on City 
Informationization in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. 
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Right Track to Economic Growth 


Country on 

By Zhao Hongyi 

This week, the central government 
reported the national gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) increased 7.8 percent in the first 
half of the year, and predicted an average 
growth rate of 7.5 percent for the whole year. 
Despite this strong showing, officials also 
warned of a slight slow down in the next six 
months and called for an overall upgrading 
of the domestic manufacturing industry. 

The State Development Planning Com- 
mission revealed the figures in an economic 
evaluation report at the end of last week, 
followed by a press conference held by the 
State Statistics Bureau on Monday. The 
State Economic and Trade Development 
Commission briefed Tuesday on the coun- 
try’s manufacturing, textile and garments, 
and petrochemical industries. 


China’s GDP reached 4.56 trillion yuan 
in the first half of the year, of which agri- 
culture industry, called the country’s “first 
industry”, accounted for 463 billion yuan, 
a 2.6 percent increase, the manufacturing 
industry, the “second industry”, made up 
2.51 trillion, up 9.6 percent, and the “third 
industry”, the service sector, hit 1.58 trillion 
yuan, a 6.6 percent increase. Exports and 
domestic demand were the two major forces 
behind the growth. 

Economists and research institutes, 
domestic and foreign, have accepted the 
figures. Reuters, in a report released this 
month, predicted the country’s annual eco- 
nomic growth rate to be 7.6-7. 7 percent. The 
International Monetary Fund predicted in 
its World Economic Outlook in early April 
that economic growth rate in China would 


be about 7 percent in 2002 and 7.4 percent 
in 2003. IMF said the ongoing progress with 
economic structural readjustment and han- 
dling rising fiscal challenges will be key to 
sustaining strong growth in China. 

However, the state planning commis- 
sion’s report warns of a slowdown of the con- 
sumption increase, saying a decline of the 
general price index reflects a possible rise 
of deflation. The report says a slowing of 
investment demand and export growth is 
possible in the next six months. 

The report suggests the central gov- 
ernment use increasing employment and 
domestic consumption as two major tools to 
curb possible currency deflation. 

The economic and trade commission for- 
warded that the country’s industrial output 
increases are based on quantity, rather than 


quality, and recommended an overall upgrad- 
ing of the country’s industrial quality. 

Regarding the rumors saying the Chi- 
nese official figures are exaggerating, Ji 
Xiaonan, director general of the research 
bureau of the commission, said that first, 
the Chinese government adopts interna- 
tional practices in collecting the figures, 
and makes every effort to avoid fraud in 
reporting, and secondly, a huge number of 
private enterprises have under-reported 
their outputs and incomes in order to 
evade taxation. 

“Third, facts are the strongest evidence,” 
added Ji, “The rapid and continued increase 
in taxation income, customs’ tariff income, 
and the rise of Chinese people’s standard of 
living should quiet all doubts and suspicious 
of the figures.” 


Fund Management 
Supervision: 
Mission Possible? 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The Chinese government allows for- 
eign investors to hold comparatively 
majority shares in Sino-foreign joint 
fund management ventures, but pre- 
vents any investor, domestic or foreign, 
to operate more than two funds in the 
country. Last week, the China Secu- 
rity Regulatory Commission delivered 
its explanation of the official regula- 
tions over such joint ventures issued in 
early June, confirming these two criti- 
cal points. 

The commission stressed that no 
foreign investor can hold a stake of 
over 33 percent in any single fund, but 
promised that number will increase to 
49 percent in three years. No single 
investor can be engaged in more than 
two funds or hold comparatively major- 
ity shares in more than one fund. 

The regulation requires a mini- 
mum registered capital of 300 million 
yuan to start a fund. Fund manage- 
ment employees, whether Chinese 
or foreign, should meet the commis- 
sion’s testing criteria before officially 
starting their jobs. 

Business analysts say that the com- 
mission’s regulation aims at protect- 
ing the benefits of individual investors, 
those individuals who invest cash in 
funds. However, they also warn of dif- 
ficulties in implementing the regula- 
tions. 

“Business, particularly financial 
business, is really difficult to super- 
vise,” a business analyst who requested 
anonymity told Beijing Today, “The 
best solution is self-discipline by busi- 
ness operators themselves.” 

There are eleven fund management 
companies operating in the country, 
most of which are spin-offs of secu- 
rities transaction companies. These 
100-percent domestically-funded man- 
agement companies run five open-end 
funds and 49 close-end funds, 24 of 
which are traded on the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange and 25 on the Shenzhen 
Stock Exchanges. 

Foreign capital has yet to enter. 

Sources from the commission say 
at least seven applications have been 
filed for the approval of funds run 
as joint businesses with foreign part- 
ners. Among the foreign applicants are 
the International Financial Corpora- 
tion, BNP Paribas of France, the Alli- 
anz Group of Germany, UBS AG from 
Switzerland, the Bank of Montreal from 
Canada, and JP Morgan of the US. 
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The new Pressto outlet in Beijing provides the Press Toke (tailoring and alteration services) and Press Piel (cleaning 
of leather, fur, and delicate clothing) complementary services . Photo by Zhuangjian 

Like Magic, It’s Pressto 


By Xiao Ma 

The heat, dust and humidity of the Beijing summer can make 
keeping clothes clean no easy chore. Now city residents have 
a new choice for keeping their clothes neat and pressed, as 
Pressto, a dry cleaning chain store group from Spain, has made 
its first foray into the massive China market with the opening of 
its debut outlet in June in the capital. 

Six years after the establishment of its first dry-cleaning 
outlet in Spain, Pressto now operates 434 outlets in nine 
countries, covering Europe, America and Africa. The com- 
pany claims it will bring the new concept of one-hour quality 
dry cleaning service, the quickest in the world, to the capital 


of the world’s most populous country. 

The company is not the first foreign dry cleaner to arrive 
in China, as pioneers including France-based Fornet have 
been providing dry cleaning services in China for several 
years. 

Following the opening of its pilot shop in the Fuxing 
shopping center on Chang’an Avenue, Pressto is deter- 
mined to open two more shops in Beijing and Hong Kong 
that will serve as centers for the training of local employees 
later this year. Shanghai and Tianjin are the next targets for 
the establishment of outlets in the first leg of the company’s 
expansion. 


Opening of Credit Guarantee Market Unheralded 


By Xiao Ma 

While China is opening its financial 
market to competition from abroad since its 
WTO accession in November last year, sev- 
eral credit guarantee ventures have been set 
up on the mainland, but their openings have 
generally flown under the public radar. 

Credit-Added Guarantee (Shenzhen) Co. 
is one example. Fully owned by the Credit- 
Added (Hong Kong) Group, Credit-Added 
Guarantee (Shenzhen) was established on 
March 15 this year. Aside from offering 
credit guarantee services, the company also 


aims at helping its customers make invest- 
ment decisions through asset evaluation and 
investment appraisal services. 

At the very beginning of this year, the 
Bank of American and a Hong Kong investor 
injected $27 million into Shenzhen Orien- 
wise Guarinvest Co., a formerly 100-percent- 
Chinese-owned credit guarantee company. 

Both credit guarantee companies locked 
their target customers in small and medium- 
sized enterprises, which make up around 90 
percent of the businesses in the country. 

Wang Qiang, director general for manage- 


ment of Orienwise Guarinvest, told Beijing 
Youth Daily earlier this week that credit 
guarantee services have yet to become a 
mature, independent, sophisticated and prof- 
itable business sector in China. 

“But we are quite optimistic that we 
won’t have any strong competitors within 
the next three to five years,” he added. 

Sources say Orienwise Guarinvest is pre- 
paring for a public listing on Nasdaq, which 
could bring in an estimated $61 million cash 
for the company, enabling it to extend its 
reach in the opening domestic market. 


Silence Broken with Uncovering of Secrets of Microsoft Deal 



Steve Ballmer met press in Beijing June 26. 


By Zhao Hongyi 

When Microsoft’s Steve Ballmer signed 
an agreement with China’s State Develop- 
ment Planning Commission (SDPC) on June 
26 in Beijing, pledging to invest $750 mil- 
lion in China in the next three years, no one 
knew the details of the deal, nor did many 
want to know. Most believed the agreement 
was a mere marketing ploy. 

They were wrong. 

Yet it was not really their fault, as nei- 
ther Microsoft nor SDPC made any details 
privy at the time. At the press conference 
held in Beijing the day after the signing, 
Ballmer said the agreement covers a “wide 
variety of fronts: outsourcing, exports, local 
training, development, just to name a few.” 
SDPC refused to answer any inquiries. 

After two weeks of digging, Chinese 
papers, including the Beijing-based Eco- 
nomic Observer, uncovered some fragments 
of the agreement’s contents that fit together 
to give us a picture. 


Outsourcing of hardware and soft- 
ware products to China 

Microsoft pledged to purchase $700 mil- 
lion worth of software and hardware prod- 
ucts from China in the next three years. 

Training of software management 
professionals 

Microsoft will spend 150 million yuan in 
the next three years to educate and train 
domestic senior software engineering and 
framework management professionals. The 
company is including China in its global 
senior professional training program already 
under way in 11 countries and regions, and 
will support Chinese software scholars in 
visiting and studying in foreign countries. 

Introducing management techniques 
through joint ventures and business 
cooperation 

In the 1990s, Microsoft drew criticism 
from the Chinese government for operating 
completely independently and limiting its 
business to only the sales of software prod- 


ucts. In the new deal, Microsoft promised to 
engage in the development of China’s soft- 
ware industry and spend $25 million in the 
next two years and $75 million in the next 
three towards this goal by creating joint ven- 
tures and cooperating with local partners. 

Accelerating the pace of technology 
transfer 

The software giant pledged to spend 100 
million yuan to set up a number of joint 
research institution with Chinese ventures, 
academies and scientific research institu- 
tions, and plans to sell software products 
developed by the Beijing-based Microsoft 
Research Asia. 

Sharing software codes 

In the past, Microsoft launched a global 
“codes sharing initiative” to provide opportu- 
nities for governments and enterprises in 30 
countries and regions to read and share the 
codes for its products. It has now included 
China among this privileged group. 

(Sina Photo) 


Gold Links China 
and South Africa 

By A Yi 

South Africa, the world’s larg- 
est producer of gold, signed an 
agreement promising to cooper- 
ate with China in gold detec- 
tion, exploration and refining at 
the “China-South Africa Gold 
Technology and Equipment Co- 
operation & Trading and Invest- 
ment Forum” held last month in 
Zhaoyuan, Shandong province. 

Cooperation includes envi- 
ronmental protection, production 
safety, and project financing. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade of South Africa led 
a delegation consisting of rep- 
resentatives from thirty enter- 
prises to the forum. 

China produced 118 tons of 
gold last year, making it the 
fourth largest producer in the 
international market. The coun- 
try still far trails South Africa, 
which has a maximum annual 
gold output of 1,000 tons. 

Last November, in what 
has been widely regarded as 
the first step in China opening 
its gold market to the world, 
the Shanghai Gold Exchange 
started pilot operation, provid- 
ing a forum for international 
gold trade in the country. 

ETS Grants Topeak 
English Training, 
Testing Rights 

By A Yi 

Many rumors contain some 
truth, just like the one that 
passed through the mill ear- 
lier this year that US Educa- 
tional Testing Service (ETS) 
had the idea of diversifying 
its testing business by seeking 
out a number of local partners, 
thereby breaking its exclu- 
sive partnership with Orien- 
tal English School. Six months 
later, on July 9, ETS signed 
a partnership agreement with 
Beijing Topeak International 
Education Investment Co., 
granting Topeak rights to use 
ETS’ practical English testing 
programs in China. 

The two companies will 
cooperate to launch the first 
standardized test of practical 
English in China designed spe- 
cially for the needs of domestic 
businesses in improving their 
English language communica- 
tion skills. 

ETS is the sole operator of 
the TOEFL, GRE and GMAT 
tests, which are key to the 
growing ranks of the Chinese 
hoping to study in the US. 

Oriental English School is 
a private test preparation lan- 
guage school with courses spe- 
cifically tailored to the TOEFL, 
GRE and GMAT tests. Last year, 
ETS filed a lawsuit against Ori- 
ental for the illegal use and repro- 
duction of its training course 
materials and test samples. Ear- 
lier this year, ETS allowed Ori- 
ental to use these programs in 
China for an annual fee. 

Beijing Topeak, which has 
its origins in China’s booming 
real estate industry, is work- 
ing to diversify its business, 
and education is one field in 
which it sees great potential. 

Cuba Buys Telecom 
Gear from Great 
Dragon 

By A Yi 

The Electronics Group of Cuba 
signed an agreement this week 
with China’s Great Dragon Infor- 
mation Technology Corporation 
to buy telecommunications net- 
work switch exchangers, optical 
telecommunications equipment, 
other optical products, and broad- 
cast and television systems from 
the domestic company. The total 
purchasing value amounts $66 
million. 

Great Dragon is a telecom- 
munications company whose 
products range from fixed 
telecommunication systems to 
mobile systems. The company 
has engaged in business with 
Cuba for a couple of years and 
established a joint venture 
with the Electronics Group of 
Cuba with a total investment 
of over $200 million, aiming at 
updating the country’s public 
telecommunication system. 
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End of Heatwave is Nigh 


By Sun Ming 

First, sudden squalls. Then intermittent 
drizzle. Next, the heatwave. Now new to 
Beijing — swarms of locusts. 

They appeared like stormclouds above 
the city skyscape on Saturday. Some were 
even sighted in a KFC on the Northwest 
Third Ring Road. 

“Thousands appeared on the pavement, 
trees and dustbins,” Fengtai District resi- 
dent Wang Wei told Beijing Youth Daily. “I 
really don’t know how so many locusts can 
appear overnight.” 


Their arrival has a direct connection to 
the high temperatures, said Zhang Long, a 
professor from China Agriculture Universi- 
ty. Beijing hit 41.1 degrees Centigrade on 
Sunday — not just the highest temperature 
this year, but also a July record for the last 
40 years. 

“It’s comfortable for lo- 
custs living in such hot 
weather,” said Zhang, “and 
the air currents allow them 
to fly to Beijing more easily 
on the wind. 


“But I’ve never encountered such a phe- 
nomenon in 20 years.” 

These are not migratory locusts, Zhang 
added, but their harmless Asian cousins. 
Whatever. They sure taste finger-lickin’ 
good. City folks here enjoy nothing more 
than collecting buckets of the glo- 
rified grasshoppers and 
then deep frying them 
into a crunchy pre-apoca- 
lyptic snack. Next week’s 
recipe — frogs. 





Big Bird Swoops to Save German 


By Jiao Pei 

China’s first air ambulance 
has made its maiden flight, res- 
cuing a German traveler in trou- 
ble in rural Gansu. 

International SOS Beijing re- 
ceived a call from a German 
insurance company requesting 
assistance for a customer in se- 
rious medical trouble in Luqu 
County, Gannan Tibetan Minor- 
ity Autonomous Region. 

The woman — identified only 
as “Ms. Graf’ by the insurance 
company — required transport to 
Beijing. Lanzhou Military Area 
Hospital medical staff transport- 
ed her to Lanzhou Airport at 
4pm, July 11. Graf was moved by 
slippery track into the Deer Jet 
custom-made medical plane and 
at 6:30pm, the plane arrived at 
Beijing International Airport 

Graf was whisked to Peking 
Union Hospital where her con- 
dition was diagnosed as pancre- 
atitis. She has since made a full 
recovery and is continuing her 
travels. 


“Before this air rescue service 
was launched, we transported 
patients by charter plane, ” said 
John Williams, Managing Di- 
rector, International SOS Chi- 
na. “Medical staff had to carry 
equipment and sometimes there 
was no spare plane for emer- 
gencies.” 

Travelers who buy travel in- 
surance with assistance can 
access the company’s medical 
hotline services, medical evacu- 
ation and overseas medical as- 
sistance, said Williams. When 
asked the price, he said most 
customers had insurance. 

“Of course individuals can 
also enjoy this service. The price 
depends and is relatively high.” 

Companies including China 
Life Insurance, China Ping An 
Insurance and Xin Hua Life 
Insurance have obtained dis- 
counts, said Duan Fangxiao, 
business development manager 
of SOS China. 

SOS Air Rescue: 6462 9027 
(24 hours daily). 



This dog was taken to Qiliqu pound Photo by Wang Haixin 


Water Power Station Claims 2 More Victims 


Police Snatch Unregistered Dogs 


By Ivy Zhang 

A Beijinger’s wife and his 
5-year-old daughter were swept 
away to their deaths when a sud- 
den gush of water was released 
by a hydro-electric power station 
last Sunday. 

Lang Rangtao found the body 
of his 32-year-old wife, Wang Hai- 
yan, about 2 kilometers down- 
stream the same day. Three days 
later, Lang Lan’s body was locat- 
ed at a nearby rock. 

No signs warn visitors of the 
sudden swells in the vicinity 
where the accident occurred. 

“We take no responsibility!” 
Mr. Ding, power station chief told 
Lang and Beijing Times report- 
er Qu Hongyan. “We are not re- 
sponsible for the water running 
outside the station. 


“As to how much water is re- 
leased and when it is released, 
we take orders from the North 
China Power Group.” 

About 2 pm, July 7, Sunday, 
Lang Rongtao, along with his 
wife, daughter and two friends, 
drove to Mentougou district in 
west Beijing to escape the heat. 

Driving along a nearly-dry wa- 
terway about 40 meters wide in 
the Yanchi area, they stopped and 
went down for some fun. 

“At that time, there was little 
water in it,” Lang said. 

Lang and one of his friends 
walked to one bank and his wife 
and daughter were about 20 me- 
ters away on the other side. 

“Suddenly, I heard my friend 
on the bank shouting, ‘the water 
is rising’. I turned back and saw 


the water had reached knee-high 
on my daughter.” 

Lang plunged into the water, 
but before he got there, his wife 
and daughter — who could not 
swim — had been washed away. 

“The water was ‘boiling’. I 
swam about 100 meters and 
the water was getting stronger,” 
Lang said, “I knew I could not 
reach them and then I struggled 
to make it back to the bank.” 
Lang’s family are not the first 
victims. 

“Such accidents happen every 
year, but Lang is the only one 
who intends to fight for justice, “ 
said Li, a police officer Yongding- 
he Police Station. 

“Others just accepted the fact 
and went home quietly.” 

Local villagers say the Xia- 


maling hydrostation located in 
the upper stream releases water 
almost every day at irregular 
times. No warning is given in ad- 
vance. The release on July 7 was 
the largest in recent years. 

“It has nothing to do with us,” 
said Ding, whose full name was 
not identified in the article. 

“Many people have been 
washed away and you are the 
first to come to us. You can go 
anywhere to sue us. 

“Whenever water goes out of 
the station, it is under the juris- 
diction of the Yongdinghe water- 
way management office.” 

The Yongdinghe waterway 
management office and North Chi- 
na Power Group also declined 
any responsibility for the accident, 
Lang said. 


Chinese LG Loses Landmark Lawsuit — to South Korean LG 


By Shan Jinliang 

Chinese company Lan Guang, 
known as “LG” in China, has lost 
its record lawsuit against the Ko- 
rean company LG Industrial and 
LG Electronics 

The 100-million-yuan defeat at 
Beijing Higher People’s Court in 


Xuanwumen on July 11 represents 
the biggest ever loss in China for a 
company in a trademark suit. 

Beijing Lan Guang Corpora- 
tion successfully applied for its 
“LG plus graph” trademark for 
its elevators at the Trademark 
Bureau under the State Admin- 


istration of Industry and Com- 
merce on August 10, 1991 

South Korea’s LG Industrial 
and LG Electronics began selling 
elevators in the Chinese mainland 
in 1997. Lan Guang alleged the 
Korean “LG” trademark was too 
similar to the Chinese and violat- 


Tourists Trapped in Train from Hell 


By Lily Li 

About 500 passengers were 
packed into two train carriages 
for three hours on Sunday, the 
hottest day of the year. 

Most were returning from the 
Yesanpo tourist resort. 

“The carriage was sweltering 
and name it was very difficult 
to breathe,” said Xu, a Laiyuan- 
Beijing passenger, “far below the 
standard of an air-conditioned 
train.” 

Conductors finally informed 
passengers of the unthinkable 
— the air-conditioning had bro- 


ken. “The conductors’ carefree 
attitude was annoying,” said Xu. 
“It’s our right to expect air con- 
ditioning. We paid 20 yuan for 
a ticket which includes 12 yuan 
allocated to an air-conditioned 
service.” 

Panicking people tried to 
transfer carriages, but there was 
little or no extra space on the 
train. 

“Dozens of passengers packed 
into the toilet to wet their towels 
and handkerchiefs and wipe the 
sweat away. Many used books 
and newspaper as fans,” said Xu, 


a high-tech company worker. 

“But it was all in vain. The 
older people suddenly began 
to have heart trouble and a 
5-month-old baby suffered sun 
stroke.” 

After alighting at Beijing 
South station, outraged pas- 
sengers remained at the plat- 
form demanding justice. An hour 
later, controller Liu Jian ap- 
peared. 

As passengers clustered 
around him shouting “Ticket re- 
fund! Ticket refund!” Liu in- 
sisted rules were rules. He 


ed its registered trademark. 

But in a court announcement, 
the judge said he found no sim- 
ilarity to exist between the first 
letters of the Chinese “Lan Guang 
(blue light)”, its pinyin name “Lan 
Guang” and the “LG” used by the 
two South Korean companies. 


apologized, saying regrettably, 
no refund was possible. 

But the passengers did not 
budge, continuing to demand a 
full refund and a more sincere 
apology. Half an hour later, Liu 
and passengers’ representatives 
emerged from his office. 

Liu made a public apology 
and refunded the ticket costs 
to the remaining passengers, of 
whom about a third had stayed. 

“We weren’t in it for the 20 
yuan, but for simple justice,” 
said Zhang Lei, a Beijing Uni- 
versity student, afterwards. 


By Lu Guoqiang/ Zhu Lin 

In a 5am raid, 30 city police 
swooped down on the Ximach- 
ang Community in Fengtai Dis- 
trict last Friday. 

They captured six dogs in 
two hours. 

The operation kicked off at 
06:00 hours. When owners out 
walking their dogs saw police 
coming, many scooped the pooch- 
es into their arms and made a 
break for cover. Other owners un- 
leashed their unregistered dogs 
and shooed them away. 

Dog lovers in the capital city 
must register their animals for 
5,000 yuan in their first year 
of ownership and 2,000 yuan in 
subsequent years. The average 
monthly income of a Beijinger 
in 2002 was 1,058.8 yuan, ac- 
cording to the Beijing Statistics 
Bureau. 

Sixty percent of dog-owning 


families have registered their 
animals, according to Beijing 
Star Daily. Around 130,000 dogs 
were registered in the city last 
year. 

“Mr. Li”, a Fengtai District 
Public Security Bureau spokes- 
man who refused to release his 
full name, said the bureau start- 
ed the crackdown after receiving 
a complaint from a Ximachang 
resident. 

Confiscated dogs are im- 
pounded in Qiliqu, Shahe Zhen 
in Changping County, north- 
west Beijing. 

“The impounded dogs have 
people to take care of them,” 
said Li. 

“When unregistered dogs are 
caught, owners cannot get them 
back because they have broken 
the law,” said a source at the 
Beijing Public Security Bureau, 
who refused to give her name. 



Moon Man Lands 

One of the last men on the moon set foot on something more 
down-to-earth at Badaling on Friday. 

“I once saw the Great Wall from outer space during my lunar 
exploration,” said retired astronaut Eugene A. Cernan. “I’m excited 
and proud that I can visit here with my own feet.” 

The 68-year-old was commander of Apollo 17, the last lunar 
landing on December 7-19, 1972. (Chen Ying/Liu Ping) 
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Liu Zengrong, employee, 
Capital University of 
Economics and Business 

After checking out the 
photos of bangye in Beijing 
Youth Daily, I wanted to take 
some photos of bangye by 
myself. I spent the whole 
afternoon of Saturday, June 
16, tracking down and 
photographing them. When 
I told one bangye I wanted 
to take a photo of him, 
he refused. Maybe he felt 
embarrassed. 

Through observation, I 
concluded that bangye 
appear most often at the 
outskirts of the city. This 
means this phenomenon is 
related to the environment 
and social atmosphere. In 
terms of occupation, most 
bangye are laborers, and in 
terms of character, bangye 
are informal people who care 
more about keeping cool 
and convenience. Of course, 
some bangye are students 
and teenagers. 

Shi Haoran, sixth-grade 
student 

I think bangye dress how 
they do because they are hot. 
I want to ask them whether 
taking off their shirts really 
makes them feel cooler. 
People can use fans when 
they feel hot. I will never 
stop getting after people who 
insist on taking their shirts 
off. 

It’s rude for people to 
dress, or not dress, this way. 
What will foreigners think if 
they see bangye when they 
come to China for the 2008 
Olympics Games. 

Clothing makers could 
have problems in summer 
too if many people decide 
not to wear anything on their 
upper bodies. Plus, sweating 
and not wearing a shirt 
makes people more 
likely to get insect 
bites. 

People that really 
want to go around half 
naked should do so at 
home. Reporters have 
send some bangye T- 
shirts, so why are they 
still bare? Can’t bangye put 
on shirts, since so many 
people are working so hard 
to persuade them to do so? 


Cover Up that Gut! 


Media persuades to keep their shirts on 


By Chen Ying 

S ummer’s rising temperatures have 
been marked by the return of a sea- 
sonal species in the city often seen but 
rarely documented, called bangye in Beijing 
slang. 

Who are these less than elusive crea- 
tures? They are the bold, sometimes not 
so beautiful, Beijing men who publicly doff 
their tops to beat the heat. You’ve seen them 
squatting and chatting with friends along 
city hutongs, or alleyways, sitting over a hot 
meal in a restaurant, or chilling on a chair 
outside the stairs to their apartment. They 


come in all shapes in sizes, ranging from 
the brazen that stroll around in mere shorts 
and slippers to the more shy that expose 
only their often voluminous stomachs by 
rolling up their tank tops or T-shirts. 

Baring chests and guts has long been 
a tradition for dealing with the sweltering 
heat of Beijing summers. Now that habit 
has come under serious media scrutiny with 
the launch of a campaign by Beijing Youth 
Daily in early June, in which the paper is 
running pictures of bangye everyday. The 
paper’s management has decided the half- 
clad men are an eyesore that present poor 







Photos: Some of the bangye exposed in Beijing Youth Daily since June 11. 


images of themselves and this quickly-mod- 
ernizing city. 

Readers have sent in pictures snapped 
all over the city. Their efforts are rewarded 
with two T-shirts from the paper, one for 
the photographer, one for the subject, that 
read, “Beijing is more beautiful because of 
me.” 

Beijing Youth Daily has met resounding 
public response to the campaign in the form 
of piles of photos and letters, and its popu- 
larity has drawn the interest of other pa- 
pers. The fate of the bangye hang in the 
balance. Opinions follow: 





Reader who 
requested 
anonymity 

A Chinese saying 
goes that there are no 
gentlemen during hot 
weather. In summer, 
bangye pop up all 
over the country. Even 
Hong Kong has bangye, 
many of whom are 
deliverymen. Even in a 
cosmopolitan city like 
Hong Kong, I have never 
heard of suggestions of 
eliminating the bangye 
phenomenon. 

Maybe western people 
are more informal than 
Chinese in some ways. 
There were many western 
bangye and even bangnai 
(women) in South Korea 
and Japan during the 
2002 World Cup. In my 
mind, it’s unnecessary 
to worry about what 
foreigners will think 
about bangye and if that 
will damage the image of 
Beijing. 

Gary Pinnegar, 
hairdresser from 
England 

When I was a young 
man before I came to 
China, I lived near the 
beach. Of course, every 
chance I got I went to the 
beach and took most of 
my clothes off. I like the 
sun. 

Taking clothes off 
doesn’t matter to me. 
People should take off if 
they feel hot. It’s natural. 
Just be careful you don’t 
get too much sun. Maybe 
wear sun block. Taking 
everything off is good. I 
think it’s elegant. 

It doesn’t make any 
difference even for the 
Olympic Game 2008. At 
that time, everybody 
should take their clothes 
off for the Games. 

I think Chinese people 
should not be so shy. 
Take your clothes off and 
enjoy the sun. 


Photos by 

Wang Xin / Lin Qing 
Chen Shuyi / Ma Jiang 
Zhou Mingxing / Ye Jin 


Business Booster or Big Brother? 

Community reputation file system at center of personal privacy controversy 


By Tao Yuan/ Chen Ying 

In a move hailed by some as a 
step towards promoting business 
morality and branded as basically 
Orwellian by others, the country’s 
first community credit and repu- 
tation file system was launched 
in the Xinhua district of Shijia- 
zhuang, Hebei province, on March 
20, according to a report run in 
China Youth Daily June 9. 

The Daily report said the sys- 
tem, a database set up to allow indi- 
viduals and companies to check on 
the reputations of potential busi- 
ness partners based on their per- 
sonal and business records, is not 
only open to the public but also is 
free. After several months of efforts 
to gather records by the Xinhua 
district government, the database 
now includes over 20,000 pieces of 
information on local residents and 
businesses. The local government 
has set up 16 sites where residents 
can search the files. 

The administrators of the sys- 
tem focused on basic information 
and positive and negative records 
held by the government on or- 
ganizations including government 
departments and enterprises, and 
residents including individual busi- 
nessmen and citizens over the age 
of 18. 

Positive records include reports 
on good deeds, philanthropic acts, 
and excellent contributions to the 
economy, education, service, cul- 
ture, public security, environment 
and management in the district. 
Negative records include reports 
on tax evasion, manufacturing and/ 


or selling fake products, default- 
ing on contracts and debts, inten- 
tionally not paying public service 
fees, damaging public facilities and 
participating in feudal or supersti- 
tious groups or other illegal orga- 
nizations. 

In the process of collecting in- 
formation, records from the 29 gov- 
ernment departments in charge of 
law enforcement and from local 
residential management commit- 
tees were sent to the district spiri- 
tual and civilization office. Positive 
records will be permanently filed 
in the database, while the length 
of time negative records will be on 
file will be decided by their degree 
of seriousness, with a maximum 
posting time of seven years. 

Whether or not this system in- 
fringes on personal privacy has be- 
come a topic of wide discussion. 
Opinions follow: 

Ge Ruifang, director, public 
relations department, 

Xinhua District 

I studied at Nanyang Technolog- 
ical University in Singapore from 
1999 to 2000. In Singapore, no 
one enjoys special rights allowing 
them to break public regulations. I 
borrowed a book from the universi- 
ty’s library, but didn’t pay much at- 
tention to the due date. One month 
later, when I returned the book, I 
had to pay a fine. Although I tried 
to get out of it, the librarian would 
hear nothing of it. 

In Singapore, as I know, mistakes 
like keeping a library book overdue 
go on public record, and they are so 
strict that it would be enough reason 


for an airline to not issue a ticket to 
a customer trying to leave the coun- 
try. So, I definitely had to pay the 25 
Singapore dollar fine. 

It is urgent for Xinhua district to 
set up this kind of system because 
its gross domestic product and tax- 
es are the highest of Shijiazhuang’s 
districts and counties. Furthermore, 
building a spiritual civilization can’t 
be done just through sloganeering. 
The system can be a catalyst for the 
strengthening of credit and reputa- 
tion protection. 

Zhou Hanhua, researcher, 
Institute of Law, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences 

There is actually no legal regu- 
lation for the creation of such a 
reputation file system. But does 
that mean it is illegal? I don’t think 
so. As a creative and reform-aimed 
move, it can be put into practice 
if only there is no conflict with the 
constitution and laws. 

Careful investigations are a must 
in building a reputation system. 
Laws, on the basis of protecting 
personal rights, should be made to 
promote information exchange. 

Another key point is who runs 
this kind of system. Information 
systems come under the umbrel- 
la of the service industry. So a 
credit information system like this 
should be built according to the 
rules of the market, meaning sev- 
eral could be created and the best 
will survive. 

The government should set up 
normal information release sys- 
tems as soon as possible to ensure 
everyone equal access to the infor- 


mation. 

Ma Jiangtao, lawyer, 
Dacheng Law Firm 

This kind of credit system is 
more a product of moral judgment 
than law. In a credit-based society, 
publishing individual or corporate 
information is a kind of means in- 
stead of a goal. 

As far as I know, foreign countries 
only set up information-publishing 
systems in the field of economics, 
they don’t extend to every facet 
of people or corporations. But the 
amount of detail given should cor- 
respond to the different needs in 
different fields, as for instance, rep- 
utation is very important for ac- 
counting and law firms. 

Chen Linlong, vice manager, 
venture capital management 
department, Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China 

As a community management 
electronic file system, the collec- 
tion and release of information will 
inevitably be random and incom- 
plete. I read the administrator’s 
story of her personal experience 
in Singapore which inspired her to 
have the idea to create this system, 
but that was simply one person’s 
experience, there are no grounds 
to take it as a universal experi- 
ence. 

I think it’s improper to publish 
personal information without a per- 
son’s permission. It infringes peo- 
ple’s right to privacy. It will be 
difficult for the public to accept 
such a system if there isn’t a 
truly authoritative administration 


in charge of collecting and manag- 
ing the data. 

Li Yuanqi, professor, Law 
School, Renmin University of 
China 

The system touches every as- 
pect of people, companies and or- 
ganizations. In fact, it evaluates all 
of them. Its range shouldn’t be so 
wide, it has gone beyond the limits 
of just credit. 

Personally, I think it’s the duty 
for some government legal depart- 
ment to run such a system. It 
should be authoritative and cau- 
tious in releasing information. And 
there should be some restrictions 
about information published to 
keep it mainly focused on eco- 
nomic activities. Other information 
about daily life or political views 
shouldn’t be categorized as repu- 
tation information. 

Another key issue is the source 
of the positive and negative re- 
cords. Where do administrators get 
their information and who selects 
what information will be used? The 
publication of bad records could 
do great damage to people and or- 
ganizations in more than just the 
infringement of their privacy. There 
should be some standards for the 
selection of information. 

Only information relates to law 
enforcement, such as records of 
administrative punishment, with- 
drawals of business or personal 
licenses and defaulting on loans, 
should be released. Residential 
management committees should 
not be considered reputable sourc- 
es of information. 


SOUND BITES 


“ The dominant number 
of HIV carriers and AIDS 
patients live in rural areas, 
and their knowledge about 
AIDS prevention and rele- 
vant laws is gravely inad- 
equate.” 

— Xiao Donglou, an offi- 
cial from the Ministry of 
Public Health, speaking 
to students from medical 
schools nationwide that 
will go to rural areas in 
10 provinces in the West 
and central parts of Chi- 
na during their summer 
vacation 

“I know my son. I know 
my child isn't capable of 
this crazy stuff.” 

— Ann Iverson on Mon- 
day night after her son, 
NBA star Allen Iverson, 
burst into his cousin’s 
apartment with a hand- 
gun and threatened two 
men 

“I don't think it's a 
victory for the American 
people, for the ordinary 
people. I don't think it is 
a victory for my son, who 
gave his life.” 

— Gail Spann of Winfield, 
Alabama, the mother of 
the CIA officer killed in 
a Taliban prison uprising 
after interviewing John 
Walker Lindh, who is fac- 
ing a maximum of 20 
years in prison for serv- 
ing as a Taliban soldier 
from around August to 
November 2001 

By Chen Ying 
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Women managers size up advantages, disadvantages 


Girls on Top Speak Out 



By Su Wei 

national 
magazine 
survey into 
management stress last 
month managed to uncov- 
er not one new or chal- 
lenging insight. 

But the 18-page Man- 
agers magazine survey 
of 1,224 managers luckily 
interviewed 392 women. 
In their opinions emerged 
a familiar — but important 
— assessment of the plight 
of working women in modem 
China. 

Equality? What equality? 

Almost all the surveyed female man- 
agers believe they are treated unfairly 
compared to their male colleagues. But 
the majority agree resigning remains 
their only effective protest against un- 
equal treatment. 

Although sexual discrimination has 
long been opposed by the Chinese govern- 
ment and “equal work, equal pay” regu- 
lations are stipulated by law, no specifics 
provide women with a legal foundation to 
fight unequal treatment. 

Take pregnancy and maternity as an 
example. 

Zhang Lan, 32, manager of a public 
relations department in a joint venture, 
says she still does not think about having 
children in the next three years. 

“It was not my will that decides this,” 
she says. “My boss once told me he would 
not like to ask a pregnant woman to 
take flights visiting clients and promot- 
ing products. 


“I cannot sue my boss. He just gave me 
a hint, instead of a clear expression.” 
Stereotypes linger 

The idea that man holds the real pow- 
er and is more capable than woman ap- 
pears to persist in the minds of both 
sexes. 

“I have worked for this company for 
over five years,” says Zhang. She says, 
“It’s not easy for me to become a depart- 
ment manager. I do not think that in a 
new company I would still have the same 
job. 

“I can still have a job dur- 
ing the pregnancy, which 
is protected by the Labour 
Law, but can my boss wait 
for everything to be solved 
during the three-month 
maternity leave?” 

Other stereotypes can 
do even more damage. 

“A woman in her 30s is 
like a withered flower, but a 
man makes his career in his 
30s” is the maxim mouthed 
by most surveyed. 

Wining, dining clients 

The survey reveals most 
female managers have been 
troubled trying to strike a 
balance between their fam- 
ily and work-related social 
events. 

They feel ashamed of not spending as 
much as time as other women with their 
children and husbands. 

Socializing is often a job necessity, es- 
pecially for managers and especially in 
China. 

“I think female managers, especially 
those that already have a family and a 
child, must rearrange their entire social 
schedules,” says Gao Li, senior director of 
marketing, Pepsi, Shenzhen. 

A director of Shenzhen Commercial 
Bank, Futian, concedes she sometimes re- 


Interestingly, 
no female 
manager used 
the phrase 
‘sexual 
harassment.’ 
Instead, they 
only say it is 
privately 
embarrassing. 


ally does not like a party, but she forces 
herself. 

“I should not treat socializing as a bur- 
den,” says Xue Bing. “Especially when it 
relates to my job responsibility.” 

To enlist her husband’s support, Xue 
says she estimates her finish time one 
hour later than its actual time. When she 
gets home, she volunteers every possible 
detail of the social. 

“But it is true I sometimes feel totally 
out of it during the middle of a social 
when I suddenly think of 
my 7-year-old sitting at 
home alone.” 
Embarrassment 

Drinking alcohol is re- 
garded by female manag- 
ers as a situation ripe with 
social embarrassment and 
most say they can hardly 
drink at all. 

But drinking alcohol 
oils the wheels of a typical 
business deal. Although 
women are not always 
forced to drink, they feel 
they have to pretend to be 
good at drinking — espe- 
cially with important cli- 
ents. 

Most female manag- 
ers agree with the survey 
statement “if you cannot drink, every- 
thing becomes difficult. But if you can, ev- 
erything is easy.” 

Xue remembers getting so drunk at 
a dinner with local government officials 
she passed out. “But those guys were very 
happy and the agreement was signed.” 

Another embarrassment for female 
managers is people’s misunderstanding 
of public relations. Chinese people often 
believe public relations refers to dinners, 
dancing and singing karaoke songs. 

Meng Fang remembers when she in- 
troduced herself to clients as a public 


relations manager, “They looked at me 
strangely. A tall, good-looking young man 
even joked about becoming a male mem- 
ber of my public relations staff.” 

Meng and most female managers live 
in dread of a certain kind of male col- 
league. 

“They are handsome and they know 
how to approach female managers such 
as making calls and inviting them to din- 
ner. If so, this is inappropriate behavior. I 
feel sick at the thought of them.” 

No female managers can even make a 
suggestion about how to rid themselves of 
these men. 

Interestingly, no female manager used 
the phrase “sexual harassment.” Instead, 
they only say it is privately embarrass- 
ing. 

Advantages 

All the surveyed female managers ad- 
mit they also enjoy certain advantages 
over men, especially in social interactions. 
They believe they more easily attract a 
favorable opinion by dressing in a suit, 
wearing necklaces and earrings, sporting 
long hair and light makeup. 

“A favorable impression is very impor- 
tant as, after all, a lot of managers are 
still men,” says Meng. “It’s true most male 
managers would rather talk to a pretty 
and smart opponent. 

“They may be willing to spend 20 min- 
utes on such a woman instead of the three 
or five minutes they might give a man.” 

A final plus is that most male manag- 
ers like to be seen as gentlemen. Thus they 
may not want to lose their manners in 
front of women. They may more easily par- 
don a woman than a man for a faux pas. 

Xue says female managers can quar- 
rel with clients about cooperation, but “I 
am easily forgiven after talking strongly 
to them and we can still enjoy a pleasant 
relationship. Can male managers quarrel 
with their clients and then still get on 
well?” 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 




ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

£ltg&i!fl3tg 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 r® B#3M 
11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

mxKmx 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

vm-m 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

m 5 j i 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 


140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 ^ 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


TfC -ttt- ^4 Fa ^ ^ 
BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 100 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 10)688433 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

tUig: (0 1 0)68843 388-71 8/620 (iT JaL/^ lN M 


New French Restaurant Now Open! 

67 PSfcfe rt m 36 -%“— m EG?-” 1*4 ££ mmmw o 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 11 :00-24:00 Daily 

ift tit : §§ PH IS JS * S& PH |w] t* 1* 5K 6M t H — Js 
Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Chat, 

love and 



Female college student raped by man she met online 


By Ivy Zhang 

A 20-year-old man has been sen- 
tenced to six years in prison for the 
rape of an 18-year-old college girl he 
met online. The case was concluded 
last week in the Haidian District Peo- 
ple’s Court. 

Romance turned into sexual 
violence 

Qian Jin, an unemployed high 
school graduate from Hebei Province, 
came to Beijing in 1999. He started 
frequenting net cafes to play games 
and chat online in August last year. 

On January 10 this year, Qian got 
to know Liu Le (pseudonym), 
a first year college student 
in Beijing, while chatting via 
OICQ (a Chinese version of 
the online chat service ICQ). 

He claimed to be a freshman 
at a film college majoring in 
stage design and the two ex- 
changed contact numbers. 

Two weeks after their 
first online encounter, they 
met in person. Four days lat- 
er, they met again and had 
dinner together. When walk- 
ing around Wanshoulu in the 
west of Beijing after dinner, 

Qian said to Liu, “I want your 
first kiss” and held her tight- 
ly. He then led the girl into 
the stairway of a building 
and attempted to have sex 
with her by force. 

Liu cried out. Qian hit 
her on the head, pressed his 
mouth against hers and bit 
her tongue. The girl lost conscious- 
ness, and Qian raped her. When she 
came to, Qian had gone with 160 yuan 
from her purse and a Nokia mobile 
phone worth around 470 yuan. 

Qian was caught four days later 
at the Yiyang Net cafe at Dongsi, 
Dongcheng District. He initially de- 
nied the charges, but a medical ex- 
amination and a statement made by 
Liu’s mother backed up Liu’s allega- 
tions. 

According to Liu’s mother, Liu told 
her she was going to a classmate’s 
party that day, but by 10 pm, she had 
still not shown up. She called Liu’s cell 
phone and a man answered, saying 
he had borrowed the phone from Liu. 
When her daughter returned home, 
the mother found her lips swollen and 
her underwear stained with blood. 
They reported the incident to the po- 
lice the next day. 

The court found Qian guilty of rape. 
He has not appealed the sentence, 
which Liu’s family believe “should 
have been more severe.” 

What caused the offence? 

Qian’s motive was not to rape Liu, 
but to obtain money by fraud or theft, 
he said during an interview with 
Beijing Today on Thursday. 

He came to Beijing soon after grad- 
uating from a vocational high school, 
majoring in computer science. 

He first worked as a waiter at a 
club then did business selling clothes, 
but he was cheated and lost 5,000 
yuan in January this year. 


“After I was cheated, I felt kind 
of out of balance. I thought, if people 
cheat me, why can’t I cheat others?” 

“I’ve read news reports before about 
people robbing or stealing money from 
people they met online. Then I got the 
idea of cheating people in the same 
way. Spring Festival was coming up, 
and I couldn’t go back home empty- 
handed,” he said. 

“The information I gave on the web 
was false. I thought I could take the 
money and get away without being 
caught. ” 

He said Liu was the first girl 
he communicated with after coming 
up with his scheme. After 
chatting online three or four 
times, half an hour each time, 
they met, but he did nothing 
the first time because he was 
afraid. 

When they got together 
the second time a few days 
later, he says he lost control 
of himself and raped Liu. “I 
have chatted with 50 or 60 
people on OICQ. I don’t be- 
lieve in ‘online love,”’ Qian 
said. 

Who is to blame? 

The Internet creates an 
open and virtual environ- 
ment. People can use fake 
identification or addresses 
and it is hard for police to col- 
lect evidence, said Professor 
Zhao Guoling from the Law 
School of Beijing University. 
As to online romance, 
Professor Zhao said, “It is related 
with society. The Internet is becom- 
ing more attractive as communica- 
tion among families and friends is 
receding.” 

“People unknown to each other can 
chat freely about everything on web. 
But some are not aware they are be- 
ing trapped.” 

Professor Zhao said crimes based 
on “online romance” could be grouped 
into two categories. One targets prop- 
erty, by means of fraud or theft. The 
other involves human abuse, includ- 
ing rape and kidnapping. 

In terms of this case, the victim is 
also partly responsible. “Liu seems to 
have acted naively when dealing with 
strangers,” Judge Yang said. 

“Liu lacks a sense of precaution. 
This was their second date over a 
short period. But Qian embraced and 
kissed her and she did not fight back. 
She should have known well that 
such contact went beyond the limit of 
friendship,” Yang said. 

To minimize the risk of such crimes, 
Professor Zhao made the following 
suggestions: 

• Authorities must step up efforts 
to crack down on Internet related 
crimes. 

• Special government units should 
be established to supervise net cafes. 

• Network security should be en- 
hanced, both technically and legally. 

• The media should publicize the 
risks surrounding online romance. 

• People should be alert and cau- 
tious when chatting online. 


“After I was cheated, I felt kind 
of out of balance. I thought, if 
people cheat me, why can’t I 
cheat others? 

The information I gave on the 
web was false. I thought I could 
take the money and get away 
without being caught. 

I have chatted with 50 or 60 
people on OICQ. I don’t believe in 
‘online love,”’ Qian Jin said. 


Crimes of 

Internet 

passion 

□ In May 2002, a female first- 
year college student, 20, was kid- 
napped and murdered by her 
online lover Bi Dongdong, 21, 
a high school graduate working 
as a systems administrator at a 
net cafe and his neighbor Tang 
Zhendong in Yichun, Heilongji- 
ang Province. 

□ In May 2002, six female teen- 
agers were raped and murdered 
by Li Song and Xu Yuanqing in 
Kaifeng, Henan Province. The vic- 
tims all frequently chatted online, 
which is how they met and ar- 
ranged dates with the murderers. 

□ In April 2002, a female immi- 
grant worker wanted to separate 
with her lover Wu Qingxin, who 
she had lived with for a week af- 
ter meeting online. Wu and his 
cousin Liu Ye subsequently raped 
and killed the girl’s roommate. 

□ In January 2002, a 16-year-old 
girl started taking heroin under 
the influence of Chen Chen, her 
heroin-addicted lover she met on- 
line. Both were caught trafficking 
heroin by the police. 



Qian Jin Photo by Chen Shuyi 



English listening comprehension test was broadcast over the radio for the first 
time in this year’s national exam. 


English “mutes” challenged by exam 

Listening Test 
Too Testing 


By Su Wei 

Four English listening test tapes 
were delivered under tight security to 
the Beijing People’s Radio Station on 
the afternoon of July 8. 

Only one radio station operator 
and two guards were allowed to enter 
the live broadcasting studio. 

After an almost one-hour test 
broadcast, the listening comprehen- 
sion component of the English test 
for the national university entrance 
exam began as scheduled at 3 pm. 

This is the first time that the Eng- 
lish listening comprehension test has 
been broadcast on radio almost na- 
tionwide. 

It is also the first time that marks 
the listening test will constitute part 
of the score by which university en- 
rollment eligibility is calculated. 

English exam supervisors do 
not speak English 

Most of the 680 students who took 
the English listening test at Fukang 
No. One Middle School, Changji, Xin- 
jiang, expect to fail, though they in- 
sist through no fault of their own. 

At 2:50 pm on July 8, supervisors 
started handing out the English ex- 
amination paper while the trial part 
of the English listening test began 
broadcasting over a loudspeaker. 

A few minutes later, the school 
started broadcasting directions to the 
examinees to fill in their names and 
exam ID numbers and other proce- 
dural instructions over the top of the 
trial broadcast. 

At 3 pm, unannounced and with- 
out even a pause, the trial broadcast 
ended and the real listening compre- 
hension test started. Few students 
realized, however, as the procedural 
instructions continued to be broad- 
cast for another two minutes. 

At 3:10, the listening comprehen- 
sion test ended, and it was only then 
that it dawned on most students that 
they had missed it. 

“I never realized the formal part of 
the test had begun,” was the common 
comment of both students and super- 
visors later. 

A few students said that some 
supervisors reminded them at 3:00 
to concentrate on the comprehension 
test broadcast. 

“I was puzzled that the formal lis- 
tening test was set to begin at 3 pm, 
but the broadcast of the procedural 
instructions was still going at that 
time,” said one exam supervisor who 
declined to give his name. 

He added that the supervisors 
should be held responsible for the in- 
cident, saying, “Something must have 
gone wrong with the operation of 
the broadcast, but the incident could 
have been avoided if the 40 supervi- 
sors had known a little English.” 

The students have been told they 
will not be able to re-sit for the listen- 
ing test. 

“It is a national unified exam. 
There is clear notice between the 
broadcasting of the trial and the for- 
mal part,” said an official from the 
English department of the Examina- 
tion Center, who also declined to give 
his name. 

Complaints about broadcast 
quality 

Students at Changji were not the 


only ones to encounter problems with 
the listening comprehension test. 

Parents of students at Natou Mid- 
dle School, Shenzhen, Guangdong 
Province, are concerned that poor 
quality headphones purchased for the 
test might have contributed to their 
children’s poor performance. 

One student said the school asked 
them to buy a set of headphones 
priced at 38 yuan for the listening 
test. “We could hear nothing except 
static during the trial test,” she said. 

After reporting this to the supervi- 
sor, the school decided to use its own 
public address system for the test. 

Thirty students sitting in one ex- 
amination room heard the broadcast 
through one loudspeaker hanging on 
a side wall. “Sometimes it was too 
loud and sometimes it was too low,” 
many students later complained. 

A teacher of the school, who did 
not give his name, said all the ear- 
phones were purchased from desig- 
nated suppliers and worked properly 
during the trial. He also pointed out 
that the use of the school’s public ad- 
dress system had been approved by 
the Shenzhen Education Bureau. 

A staff member of the Shenzhen 
Education Bureau said, “It was too 
hot and the operation of air-condi- 
tioners certainly affected the signal 
received by the earphones.” 

He conceded that students sitting 
in different places in the same room 
may have experienced some varia- 
tions in reception, but insisted this 
“would not have any influence. ” 

The supervisors said they could 
hear the broadcast clearly, and sug- 
gested that the students may simply 
have been too nervous to concen- 
trate. 

Listening exam goes on 

Pointing out that the listening test 
is regarded as a key reform to the 
national entrance exams, especially 
in testing students’ practical English 
skills, deputy general director of the 
Ministry of Education Yuan Guiren 
says, “In the past, some students have 
been effectively mute; though they 
obtain high marks in the written test, 
they are unable to understand or talk 
with foreigners.” 

He concedes that the radio broad- 
casting of the test will inevitably 
suffer some teething problems, espe- 
cially in areas with “less matured 
conditions.” 



Photos by Bai Zi 
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A Brave Journey into 
Art Administration 


Working as an arts administrator brings 
me much happiness. As the first Chinese 
person to receive a Graduate Dipioma in 
Management (Arts) in Australia , / would like 
to continue my involvement in and contri- 
bution to the development of arts adminis- 
tration in China into the next century. I will 
always be passionate about improving the 
cultural exchange between China and other 
countries with the skills and knowledge I 
have attained through this course. 

— Qiao Luqiang, yearbook message , 1998, 
University of South Australia 



Qiao received his Master’s degree in Austra- 
lia in 1999. Photo provided by Qiao Luqiang 



Qiao is currently working as the sales manager at the Fine Art Gallery in the Dali exhibition touring China. 

Photos hy Zhuang Jian 


By Zhao Pu 

M onday morning, Qiao 
Luqiang reported to 
work as the new sales 
manager at the Fine Art 
Gallery, which takes up 
one corner of the exhibition of works 
by Salvador Dali, A Journey into Fan- 
tasy , currently running at the China 
Millennium Monument. The gallery was 
established in April by the Italy-based 
Stratton Foundation and Denmark’s 
United Exhibits Group to travel with the 
Dali exhibition around the world, sell- 
ing duplicates of the surrealist’s works. 
Qiao was invited to watch over the gal- 
lery as the local coordinator during the 
show’s six-month tour in China. 

Qiao says he is very excited to be 
working on the Dali exhibition. “They 
need a person who can speak English 
and has a background in art adminis- 
tration, meaning I am well qualified,” he 
adds with a smile. 

First Chinese holder of an 
Australian art MBA 

While a graduate student at the In- 
ternational Graduate School of Man- 
agement, University of South Australia, 
working on a degree in culture and arts 
industry management, Qiao frequently 
asked his professors, “how can I relate 
all these Western theories of art man- 
agement to the situation in China?” He 
was concerned by the great differences 
between the art and culture he was 
learning about and that in his home 
country. Later, he came to the relieving 
determination that theories and skills 
for management of culture and art are 
basically universal. 


Qiao started down the road of be- 
coming the first Chinese student to re- 
ceive a Master’s degree in cultural and 
arts industry management in Australia, 
when he was recommended by the Aus- 
tralia-China Council for acceptance at 
the University of South Australia in Ad- 
elaide in 1997. 

His was the only Chinese face among 
his primarily Australian classmates. 
Though he was awarded a scholarship 
for his first year of study, he had to sup- 
plement the funds by working part-time 
in Adelaide. His first job was washing 
dishes in a small restaurant in the city’s 
Chinatown for four hours a day. 

Outside of his studies, Qiao strove to 
participate in the local community. His 
second part-time job was as Project Ex- 
ecutive at the Nexus Multi-cultural Art 
Center, a glorious time for Qiao. He 
organized two shows of Asian arts in 
1999, which he says generated a fever 
for things Asian among local people. He 
also participated in field work for an 
Asian art research project run by the 
Adelaide Arts Center. 

Qiao graduated in 2000. Many friends 
pushed him to stay in Australia, but he 
says, “I felt I should come back.” In Chi- 
na’s ballooning art and culture market, 
he saw a clear need for trained art man- 
agement personnel. 

He returned to Beijing in early 2000, 
shortly after which he took his first 
work position as Project Executive at 
Beijing New Music Entertainment Com- 
pany. During his four month stay at the 
company, he took part in the produc- 
tion of the CCTV (China Central Tele- 
vision) program The Same Song, and 
organized the Beijing premiere of the 


movie Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon. 

Before joining the Dali exhibition this 
Monday, he worked for a German com- 
pany for one year and served as the 
manager of Red Gate Gallery. 

“I can’t enjoy life without the arts.” 

“It’s a pity that my fate wasn’t to be 
an artist, but at least I have become an 
administrator so I can serve art,” says 
Qiao. 

Qiao was born in 1963 in Dezhou, 
Shandong Province, the son of two doc- 
tors. Like most people born in the 1960s, 
dark images from the Cultural Rev- 
olution lurk behind his memories of 
childhood, but Qiao has never let those 
scars have a negative impact on his life, 
thanks to the optimism and strength he 
says he inherited from his mother. 

As a kid, Qiao poured his talents 
and efforts into dancing, sports and Eng- 
lish classes, basically overlooking math, 
physics and chemistry. He now believes 
he was born with a passion and drive to- 
wards all things artistic. 

He still remembers the thrill of see- 
ing a piano for the first time as a middle 
school student. “I had never imagined 
that an instrument could make such 
beautiful sounds,” he says. 

The times were not on his side, how- 
ever, and in the face of the strong preju- 
dice in place against students interested 
in the arts, Qiao’s passion was contained 
and he was forced to change his focus. 

After graduating from Shandong Nor- 
mal University as an English major in 
1986, Qiao turned down an opportunity 
to teach at the university and took a 
position at the Shandong Cultural Bu- 
reau. For him, entering the world of in- 


ternational cultural and art exchange 
was like a fish returning to water, and 
proved to be the start of a fruitful ca- 
reer. 

Ten joyful years passed in the blink 
of an eye. From 1986 to 1997, Qiao stood 
at the vanguard of the surge of cultural 
exchange between China and foreign 
countries, hosting numerous visiting art 
groups from abroad and leading tours 
of guests from around the world of local 
art shows. 

“The Australian projects, in partic- 
ular, left positive and unforgettable 
impressions on me, especially the Aus- 
tralian String Quartet in 1996,” says 
Qiao, who also has strong memories of 
the Shandong Acrobatic Troupe’s Eu- 
ropean tour in 1991. During this peri- 
od, he was transferred to the Chinese 
Embassy in Nigeria as Cultural Attache 
and Third Secretary from 1992 to 1994. 
“I was definitely a lucky man to be able 
to work in my field of interest and pas- 
sion,” adds Qiao. 

As a government employee, Qiao 
earned only enough to take care of his 
basic living expenses, “But I never mind- 
ed,” he says. 

His limited income over those ten 
years was more than made up for when 
he was recommended for graduate study 
in Australia in 1997 in the field of 
culture and art industry management. 
When he graduated a couple years later 
from the University of South Australia, 
he wrote inside his yearbook, “I can’t en- 
joy life without the arts.” 

China is far behind other countries 
in art management education 

“China has a long way to go in the 


area of culture and art industry man- 
agement,” says Qiao. Two years ago, 
when he returned home from Austra- 
lia, he was determined to accelerate the 
progress of culture and art management 
in China, but after two years in the field, 
he came to see the distance between his 
ideals and the realities of the country. 

“I’m still looking for a suitable sit- 
uation in which I can fully utilize the 
knowledge and skills I’ve acquired,” says 
Qiao. He fears, however, that in some 
domestic organizations in charge of cul- 
ture and art management where he 
could have a large impact, his forward 
ideas would run afoul of their conven- 
tional environments. 

He suggests, “The government should 
make more efforts to preserve Chinese 
traditional culture and arts, and sup- 
port the further development of China’s 
own art organizations. Present trends 
are not healthy, with art events brought 
from foreign countries dominating the 
market and getting most of the atten- 
tion and money.” 

Culture and arts industry manage- 
ment is a new concept in China, and 
only Peking University and the Central 
Academy of Drama offer majors in the 
field. Both lack qualified teachers and 
materials. As one of the few domestic 
professionals in the area, Qiao has been 
asked to teach at both universities. 

Last year, he was invited to give two 
speeches to culture and arts manage- 
ment students at Peking University, and 
his relaxed but informative presenta- 
tions were well received. Qiao is now 
translating an English-language text- 
book about art management, for use as 
the basic material in future classes. 




In his spare time, Qiao likes to hit the weights at the Nirvana fitness 
club. 


Qiao worked at the Red Gate Gallery in Beijing for half a year before 
joining the Dali exhibition. 



Qiao scrambles to put the final touches on the Dali exhibition before 
its opening ceremony at the China Millennium Monument. 
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Adriano Madaro holding Photo by Zhuang Jian 

a picture of the Yuanmingyuan ruin at Beihai 


A Modern 
Marco Polo 



Red Flag 20 fetched for 26,000 yuan. 


Collectors Snap Up 
Old Cameras 


Italian Historian Brings Collection of Old Beijing Photos to 



Chongwenmen, the entrance gate to the Legation Quarter 
from the east, being demolished in 1959. 


By Miao Yajie 

W hen talking about the best- 
known Italian in China, 
Marco Polo would most 
likely top the list. However 
after this week, the name Adriano 
Madaro, a fellow countryman of Marco 
Polo and described by some as a 
“modern Marco Polo” will no doubt be 
remembered by many Chinese. 

Adriano Madaro, a China expert, 
historian, writer, and journalist who has 
visited China 107 times since 1976, is 
opening an exhibition next Wednesday 
about Beijing at the beginning of last 
century. 

The materials and photos on which 
the exhibition is based are the former 
property of Giuseppe Salvago Raggi, who 
was the Italian ambassador in Beijing 
from 1900 to 1901. It is the first time in 
100 years these materials have been seen 
in China. 

Using the photos and diary kept by the 
ambassador, Madero has also been able 
to complete his book on the 55-day Boxer 
Rebellion in 1900, which reveals some 
new insights about the incident, from the 
point of view of an on-the-spot diplomat. 

As to how he acquired the photos and 
materials, Adriano Madaro told Beijing 
Today the remarkable story in his hotel 
room at the Marco Polo Hotel near Xidan. 

Diplomatic baggage 

Adriano Madaro knew of the 
ambassador long ago, and in his search 
for information for his book on the Boxer 
Rebellion, had written to Italy’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for more information 
about him. Giuseppe Salvago Raggi died 
in 1944, and his wife, Camilla Salvago 
Raggi, died some 30 years earlier, before 
World War I. They had a son who was a 
child during their stay in Beijing, and who 
died before his father, without marrying. 
After years of searching, Madaro came 
to the conclusion that there were no 
surviving family members. 

Just at the time when he had almost 
given up, he chanced upon a book whose 
author bore the same name as the 
ambassador’s wife. With doubt in his mind 
he bought the book, and found that in it, 
the author talked about her grandfather, 
ambassador Giuseppe Salvago Raggi. 

It turned out that the ambassador’s 
son had a child with a woman who 
was married but separated later with 
her husband. After his son died, the 
ambassador realized that the little girl, 


his grand daughter, was his only family, so 
he gave her his name and she inherited 
his legacy. 

Madaro called the granddaughter of 
the ambassador, who was then over 70 
years of age, and asked whether her 
grandfather had left any documents and 
whether she would help him with his book 
about China. 

She said yes and asked him to come 
to her house. He did so and the woman 
showed him an extraordinary collection 
of photos of Beijing, the ambassador, his 
family and friends, the army, and other 
ambassadors, as well as diaries written by 
the ambassador and his wife, menus, old 


maps, an imperial order bearing the seal 
of Emperor Guangxu authorizing the 
ambassador to return to Italy through 
Mongolia. 

When Madaro asked whether he 
could borrow some of the materials, the 
woman said, “No, you cannot borrow it, 
it is yours, it all belongs to you.” 

She told him her grandfather once 
told her that she should look after 
his China material and not give it to 
anyone. Maybe one day a clever man 
would come for it, and she should only 
give it to him. 

The granddaughter told Madaro that 
the moment she saw him, she knew he 


Beihai 


was the man. 

“It was like a magic story,” said 
Madaro, “I brought 80 kilos of materials 
to Beijing for the exhibition. But the 
materials don’t belong to me. I think 
one day the museum in my home city 
Venice will collect them.” 

“In Italy, they call me Chinese” 

Adriano Madaro has written over 
a thousand articles and many books 
about China since his first visit in 1976, 
but his fascination with China dates 
back to his childhood. When he was 
six years old, his mother gave him a 
picture book about Marco Polo, and he 
dreamed that one day, he would see 
China with his own eyes. At the age of 
14, he bought his first Chinese novel, 
an Italian translation of the True Story 
of Ah Q by Lu Xun, which left a deep 
impression on him. 

Several years later, he graduated 
from university with a thesis titled 
Political Doctrines on the Chinese 
Revolution. 

In Italy, Madaro’s friends call him 
“Chinese,” and he says that if the “other 
life” theory is true, maybe he lived 
some time before in China like his 
ambassador, or maybe he was Chinese 
once. 

The newly opened gallery 
at Beihai Park 

Another reason to visit the exhibition 
is the venue, Huafangzhai on 

the east bank of Beihai. Huafangzhai 
is a courtyard built in the mid- 18th 
century by Emperor Qianlong of the 
Qing Dynasty. The emperor used it 
to meet with painters and sometimes 
practiced calligraphy there. It was also 
the place where the imperial family 
spent the night when they went to 
Beihai Park. 

Architecturally, Huafangzhai rates 
as one of the most beautiful buildings 
in the 900-year-old park. After 1924, it 
was used as an art gallery, however it 
was closed in the 1980s. After a one- 
year renovation Huafangzhai will open 
again to the public with the launch 
of Madaro’s exhibition of old Beijing 
photos. 

When: July 24 - August 31 

Where: Huafangzhai, Beihai Park 

Tel: 8404 6088 

Admission: Pick up a free ticket for the 
exhibition from the east gate of Beihai. 


By Li Xinli/ Miao Yajie 

C hina Guardian concluded 
its 71st Weekend Auction 
last Sunday, at which 
watches, clocks and cameras sup- 
plemented the usual paintings, por- 
celain and calligraphy. Some 300 
lots sold for a total of 190,000 yuan. 
Famous brands from China, Germa- 
ny and Japan, including Red Flag, 
Leica, Minox, and Rollei proved 
their popularity with collectors. 

Lot 2195, a Red Flag 20 camera 
set the record for Sunday’s auc- 
tion, selling for 26,000 yuan after 
ten rounds of fierce bidding, twice 
the estimate price of 12,000 yuan. 

According to a Guardian 
spokesperson, the reason this par- 
ticular model Red Flag is so wide- 
ly sought after is that very few 
were manufactured, and they were 
made to a very high standard. The 
Red Flag 20 was closely modeled 
on the Leica M-4, with its bayo- 
net lens mount. Fewer than 400 of 
this type were made in the early 
1970s, making it an irresistible in- 
vestment for collectors. 

Two 1940’s Leica 3-Cs were 
also offered at the auction, one 
with an estimate of 4,000 - 5,000 
yuan, the other 6,000 - 7,000 
yuan. The two cameras were al- 
most identical, the only difference 
being that the more expensive one 
was manufactured during World 
War II, and due to a shortage of 
materials, the usual black mask 
around the film plane was re- 
placed with a red one. “Rarity de- 
termines the price” is the golden 
rule at auctions. 

Compared with porcelain and 
jade ware, the investment required 
for collecting cameras is relatively 
low, and the appreciation is rela- 
tively steady, so is collecting cam- 
eras a good choice for those simply 
seeking to make an investment? 

According to Liang Weimin of 
Guardian’s Watch, Clock and Cam- 
era Department, the answer is 
no, as collecting cameras requires 
knowledge of optics, mechanics, 
and materials, while the ability to 
verify the quality of an old camera 
takes considerable experience. 

Generally speaking, if one 
wants to collect cameras, the first 
thing to consider is the brand and 
model. The second is the quantity 
manufactured: the fewer made, 
the higher the price, and finally, 
the condition the camera is in. 
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TEL: 68997124 68311626 


pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Walfj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the \ 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, \ 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. \ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com | 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

am 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
1 iming Daxue stop. 
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Sensuality and Femininity 

Artworks focusing on sensuality and 
femininity often feature recurring imag- 
es Dali stumbled upon in his dreams. 
Freud identifies the unconscious as 
being composed of repressed sex- 
ual desire and drive. Repeat- 
edly, Dali created works de- 
tailing his obsession with sex- 
ual anxieties in relation to 
his sexual identity. Through- 
out his youth, he was plagued 
by severe insecurity and fear in 
relation to women and sexual rela- 
tions, however his relationship with his 
wife Gala played a major part in chang- 
ing his idea towards femininity and the fe- 
male form. 

Gala, the passionate Russian 
woman whom he met in 1929 
and whom he regarded as the 
ideal representation of wom- 
anhood, was Dalfis inspi- 
rational creative muse. It 
was she who exerted the 
strongest influence on 
his depiction of the fe- 
male form. 

The topic of “Sensual 
ity and Femininity” is 
represented by several 
important pieces. Of 
particular interest is 
the Mae West Lips 
Sofa, created in the 
late 1930s and in- 


Cabinet Anthropomorphique 
1982 


Where: Art Museum of the China Millen- 
nium Monument, 9A Fuxing Lu, Haidian 
District (next to Military Muse- 
um) 

When: till October 15 
Tel: 68513322 


Snail and the Angel 
1977-1984 


Photo by Lily 






Mae West Lips 
1936-1995 


Town 
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Religion and Mythology 

Dali had a tempestuous relationship with the Catholic Church 
throughout his life. Like other intellectuals and artists of the 
time, he attempted to reject his faith along with many other bour- 
geois traditions in the 1920s and 1930s. 

His actions were part of his determination to live a life out of 
the ordinary, a life in which he would not compromise by accept- 
ing banal tradition, but rather ceaselessly question everything. 
The Surrealist movement was strongly linked with various my- 
thologies during this period, holding the general belief that the 
individual psyche was reflected in the myths of society, and vice 
versa. The idea that myths dealt with important and often re- 
pressed aspects of human nature obviously had a 
great influence on Dali, as someone obsessed with his 
own self-analysis. 

Dali read philosophy extensively, and his father’s 
atheism also led him to question his own religious 
views. His mother, however, was a devout Catholic, 
and despite his constant exploration, Dali never fully 
succeeded in abandoning the faith of his childhood. 

The sculpture The Snail and the Angel incorporates two of 
Dalfs favorite images, ever-recurring in his work. The use of 
sharp contrasts (the slow movement of the snail contrasts with 
the speed of the small winged messenger) further accentuates the 
attributes, or characteristics, of each figure. Both religion and my- 
thology constantly permeate his work. 

Two of Dalfs best know works are included in this area, the 
illustrations for the Bible, and Dante’s Divine Comedy. Both epic 
works include over 100 graphics, and are prime examples of the 
artist’s vivid imagination and capability to reinterpret classic 
works through his own unique and bizarre vision. 


Interactive elements enhance 
audience interest 

The interactive elements adopted in the exhibition offer a fresh 
approach to the expression of Dalfs art works and at the same 
time narrow the gap between the audience and his art. 

One of the interactive elements is a control panel named Light 
and Shadow beside a sculpture titled Nobility of Time in the 
“Dreams and Fantasy” section. In the control panel there are six 
balls, each of which is connected to a light set around the sculp- 
ture. By placing a hand on one of the balls for different periods 
of time, visitors can control the intensity of an individual light, 
and thus see how variations of light affect the appreciation of an 
artwork. 

Other interactive elements include visual image creation de- 
vices that allow visitors to create original artworks themselves. 
Using a camera connected to a computer, visitors can take pic- 
tures of themselves, and then change the pictures by twirling, en- 
larging, shrinking and smudging parts of the pictures. Or, they 
can choose an image created by Dali as the background and inte- 
grate their own image into it to make a new picture. 


By Zhao Pu/ Zhang Huan 

The largest exhibition of works by Spanish Surrealist artist 
Salvador Dali that has ever toured China opened Monday at the 
China Millennium Monument Art Gallery. 

A Journey into Fantasy — the Salvador Dali Interactive Collec- 
tion, organized by the Stratton Foundation of Italy and Denmark’s 
United Exhibits Group, features sculpture, furniture, and rare 
graphics portfolios selected from private collections and cultural 
organizations throughout the world never before seen in China. 

Salvador Dali was unquestionably one of the great artistic gi- 
ants of the 20th century. His profound surrealist vision and artistic 
talent produced memorable artworks that have never diminished 
in the popularity with the public. During the 1920s and 1930s 
he developed his “paranoiac-critical” method of artistic creation, 
earning him notoriety within the Surrealist movement. 

According to president of the Stratton Founda- 
tion Beniamino Levi, the exhibition is intended to 
reveal the foundations that lay beneath Dalfs in- 
spired genius and to offer an understanding of his 
art and life. It allows the visitor to delve into the 
labyrinth of Dali’s mind and to view the creative 
results of his imagination, displaying his artworks 
within the three major themes representative of 
his artistic legacy: “Dreams and Fantasy,” “Sensuality and Femi- 
ninity,” and “Religion and Mythology.” 

The Dali Collection also features specially created interactive 
materials, interspersed with various special effects that create a 
truly “Daliesque” atmosphere. 

Dreams and Fantasy 

Many of Dalfs most important works are the result of the wild 
images that came to him in dreams, in combination with the vio- 
lent feelings that surfaced in opposition to the ordinary world, the 
world of “reason.” His earlier works focused particularly on many 
of these dream images. By making himself “the other,” Dali was 
able to explore himself, his dreams and his thoughts. 

The melted clocks for which Dali is most famous, seen in the 
sculptures Persistence of Memory and Profile of Time, depict Dalfs 
fantastical relationship with time, his perception of its constric- 
tion limitations and the importance he believed to be inherent in 
memory. Dalfs feelings about the clock, the keeper of time, are evi- 
dent as he most often portrays the clock as soft, a type of symbol- 
ism he reserved for objects that he reviled. 


Dali Hits 



To present the exquisite project to the customer with the agent of famous material 


Advanced equipment 


Efficient service team 
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Houskeeping 


JIAYU HUA DECAORATION 


To provide cleaning ana maintenance service 
for a graceful living and working space 


TEL: (010) 8455 2536 6467 8822-1861 


Tel : 


8401 0926 


8401 8543 
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Film Week to Raise Profile of Documentaries 


By Li Hongyu/ Zhu Lin 

T he Film Week of Chinese Documen- 
taries opening today will show five 
films in Chinese directed by Chen 
Jianjun, assistant director of the Cultur- 
al Feature Department of China Central 
TV Station. It is so difficult to find a mar- 
ket for documentaries in China that Soul 
of the Herdsmen , one of the works to be 
shown during the festival is screening 
publicly for the first time six years after 
its completion. 

Besides Soul of the Herdsmen , the four 
other films by Chen are part of the pro- 


posed 12-part Chinese Civilization series. 
Started in 1997, the series aims to cover 
China’s 5,000-year history up to the end 
of the Qing Dynasty. Chen has so far com- 
pleted four parts; fast work for this genre. 
On average, the China National Docu- 
mentary Studio completes only one docu- 
mentary every two years. 

In the first four parts of Chinese Civi- 
lization , the story of archaeological study 
is combined into the documentary. Chen 
uses contemporary shooting and design 
techniques, which lighten the atmosphere 
of the work. “I don’t care so much about 


what method I’m using. I don’t want to 
confine myself to any technological limit,” 
he says. 

Soul of the Herdsmen tells about the 
way of life of the people of Kazak national- 
ity of northwest China. What makes it dis- 
tinctive is that the characters ignore the 
camera lens. The first month Chen and 
his small team spent with a Kazak fam- 
ily, they did not take a single shot. In the 
following weeks, the family members had 
become used to, and ignored, the presence 
of the camera. 

When Chen offered Soul of the Herds- 


By Zhu Lin 

E ighteen local 
bands competed 
in a playoff this 
week for the right 
to perform in the 
first Snow Mountain Music 
Festival in Lijiang, Yunnan 
Province. Three bands will be 
chosen from among those that 
played at CD Cafe last Sun- 
day and this Monday to par- 
ticipate in the music carnival 
on August 17 and 18 at the 
foot of Lijiang’s Jade Dragon 
Snow Mountain. 

“We want to catch as many 
chances to perform as pos- 
sible,” said guitarist Chen 
Chen of the all-girl band Wild 
Strawberry. Talking about the 
Snow Mountain Music Fes- 
tival, all five band members 
were extremely excited about 
the prospect of taking part. 

The truth is, the stage for 
bands like Wild Strawberry 
is too limited in Beijing. “The 
reason we hold this festival is 
that we want to offer an op- 
portunity to the talents,” said 
godfather of Chinese rock, Cui 
Jian, who is artistic director 
of the festival. 

According to You You, man- 
ager of the performance de- 
partment of Pulay Music, one 
of the festival sponsors, the 
enthusiasm of the candidate 


men to Beijing cinemas after finishing it 
in 1996, none were prepared to show it. 
“As soon as they hear the word ‘docu- 
mentary,’ they won’t accept it,” said Chen, 
“They carry a serious prejudice, that docu- 
mentaries are too ‘elegant’ for the gener- 
al audience, and they can never achieve 
a good box office. But it’s not like that. 

If audiences are vulgar, it’s because 
what they are offered is vulgar. Why not 
give them something elegant?” 

“If the feedback is good, that will be a 
great spur to Chinese documentary direc- 
tors and producers,” said Chen. 


Summer Pop 
Coming up 


bands is very high. “I’m a lit- 
tle bit surprised to hear their 
singing,” said Deng Shang 
from the audience, “Because I 
didn’t expect they could per- 
form so well.” 

During the open-air music 
festival, all together 20 bands 
from China and abroad will 
perform. As well as the three 
winners from the CD Cafe 
competition, the festival will 
feature popular local bands 
such as Zi Yue , Second Hand 
Rose and CMCB, and also 
Cui Jian, Zhu Zheqin, Dou 
Wei and Wang Lei. Among the 
international contingent are 
Birgit and Systex from the 
Netherlands, as well as some 
non-mainstream folk artists. 

“The Snow Mountain Mu- 
sic Festival is the first inter- 
national open-air musifc 
festival in China. We 
hope to hold it every 
year, to develop it 
into a key music 
festival in China,” 
said You You. 


By Yi He 

T wo open-air concerts 
this summer will 
brighten the lives of pop 
music fans in Beijing. 

The concert at the Workers’ 
Stadium this Saturday marks 
the fifth anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s return to Chinese 
sovereignty. It will feature 
such Hong Kong pop icons 
as Karen Mok, Andy Lau, 
Nicholas Tse, Tong Ange, Gigi 
Leung and Hang Hong. 

Early next month, Lo Tayu 
will make his first live 
appearance in Beijing since 
setting up his new Music 
Factory. 

Karen Mok Photo by Cui Jun 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL:1391G419797 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

1 .it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 



LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 




WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD 1 38+1 5%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


iWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present; 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 





OToSouth of LanDao building, it' snew 
building 

<>Area:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

A 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 



CHINA LIFE TOWER 

mmm : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat | 
x in Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: conveniently closetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 
Rental Returns: usD900.00-2200per month 
Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:De P artment 95 . 7 % 
Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Af03: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkillQ rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 


64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser :Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

Lreal estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime, frnance, bond, important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages 0 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Jazz starts here . 


Cafe Returns 
to Its Roots 


By Salinda 

T oday, CD Cafe opens its brother 
bar — the CD Cafe Jazz Club, 

100 meters north. Without media 
fanfare or frills, the new club opens 
simply for live jazz every night. 

As one of the city’s older bars, CD 
Cafe has a seven-year history of live 
music performed every night. Once the 
jazz standard of the capital city, demand 
drove the venue towards rock music. 

With the demise of local legends 
like Keep in Touch and Busy Bee, the 
30-square-meter stage lent itself to live 
rock performance. 

“We try to create the air of small-scale 
concert with advanced equipment,” says 
owner Hu Xiaoyun. From the ground to 
the second floor balcony, spectators in 
each corner can feel the vibrations of the 
music fill the bar. 

Cui Jian, Confucius Says (Zi Yue) and 
other leading lights sometimes show up. 

“We give a development chance for 
underground bands who have little 
chance to perform and lie outside 
mainstream music.” 

Liu Yuan, one of the bar’s founders, 
says, “We will show more loving care 
towards the development of alternative 
bands.” 

The bar has had its share of 
difficulties and frustration, but is now 
emerging as a premier small live music 
venue. 

‘We want to provide a creative 
atmosphere for rock and jazz in a bid to 
spread these two music cultures,” says Hu. 

“Rock music with its strong stimulus 
is suited to young people. But more 
middle-aged people enjoy a quieter 
atmosphere to appreciate jazz. So, we 
decided to do both.” 

Where: South of Agriculture 
Exhibition Centre, Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
16 Chaoyang District 
Open: 6 pm-2 am 
Tel: 6501 8877 ext. 3032 


Stainless steel simplicity 


By Dany 

B eauty breathes unfussy and 
unfettered in the Jian 
Design Gallery. Black, white 
and gray dominate this 
100-square-meter creative space, 
yet the comers bum brighter — 
candlesticks and vases in orange, 
pink, red, blue and green. 

“A lawyer bought all her 
curtains and sofas just to match 
one of Qingqing’s lamps which 
cost her about 8,000 yuan,” says 
gallery clerk Ma Haiyan. 

Chen Qingqing (who asks to 
be called Qingqing) is one of 
10 designers invited by gallery 
owner Weng Jing to present their 
furniture, painting or decorative 
ideas for exhibition and sale. 

But Qingqing is not in this for 
the money. 

One day at age 40, she quit 
her white-collar job and began to 
make art. She had no background 
or experience in the business. 

Through losing her parents 
young, through working in a 
factory and later at a foreign 
company, Qingqing says she felt it 
a growing sense of anomie. In art, 
she found freedom. 

Her artworks, clothes and a door 
screen of flaxen thread and silk, 
decry a fragile beauty, perhaps a 
sense of being lost. 

“Art is not Chinese ink and 
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first car made in China.” But more wonderful 
still, why not own a replica Dong Feng Golden 
Dragon, the miniature driving legacy of the 
Helmsman himself. 

To recognize the great contribution made by 
First Automobile Works to the Chinese auto 
industry, it was resolved a true-scale replica 
would be produced as a collectible miniature. 

“Each exclusive and highly collectible model of 
the Dong Feng has been built to the international 
scale of 1:18,” introduces the promotional blurb 
for this definitely-not-a-toy car. 

“Every individual model car has undergone 
the most advanced manufacturing technology 
and comprises more than 300 precision-made 
parts that are an achievement in themselves.” 
Where: the agent at Room 206, Huixiang 
Building, 14 Wulutong, Deshengmendajie, 
Dongcheng District 
Open: 9 am-6 pm 
Tel: 6200 3825 


Gallery Liberates Talented Designers 


Color Me Impressed at Comic Bar 


wash,” says Qingqing. “Nor is 
it oil painting, installation or 
performance. Art is a way of 
thinking, an approach to thinking.” 

The Chinese character flj 
(jian, simplicity) is more than the 
gallery’s logo. 

“Realizing the truth of life is 
the initial and ultimate purpose of 
designing for us,” introduces the 
gallery blurb. 

Weng explains a bit more. 

“Many western installation 
designers mix oriental taste into 
their works,” she says. “We feel we 
must catch up them in this field. 

“In fact, there are many 
excellent domestic designers and 
our gallery provides a space for 
them to establish contact with 
ordinary people and sell at a good 
price.” 

Contemporary installation 
artist Shao Feng’s furniture 
combines both western and Ming 
Dynasty styles. 

“It is a wonder that in very 
simple geometric forms, the 
character of Chinese ancient 
furniture still reveals such vitality,” 
says Weng. Most of Shao’s furniture 
is made of black wood or stainless 
steel. 

But a short shopping article 
cannot fairly contain all the 
designs. Readers had best see for 
themselves whether through the 
expression of shapes and colors, 
this gallery realizes the “truth of 
life.” 

Where: jwj Gallery, 8 
Jianneidajie, C 238, 2nd floor of 
COFCO Plaza, Chaoyang District 

Price: 60-300 yuan for candle 
sticks; 200-400 yuan for vases; 
wooden chair 18,000 yuan 

Open: 9am-9pm 
Tel: 8731 5407 


“Art is not Chinese ink and wash . Nor is it oil paint- 
ing , installation or performance . Art is a way of think- 
ing, an approach to thinking ” — Qingqing 


Door screen, by Qingqing 


Photos by Li Shuzhuan 


Inside are some beans, carrot and orange pieces. 


Glass Fantasia for Everyone 


By Dany 

T hey come here to 
concentrate on do- 
ing almost nothing 
at all. Adults and children 
arrive and seek out a qui- 
et corner, choose a sofa 
and then set themselves 
to reading. 

A Korean-looking kid 
leans against a wall leaf- 
ing. A teen slacker dozes 
off on a table. The clerk 
covers him against the 
cold. Warmth and comfort 
emanate from the smiles 
and gestures of the staff. 

The green bookshelves 
line pink and yellow walls 
alongside dazzling posters 
by comic artists. This is 
said to be the first true 
comic bar in China, pos- 
sessing a collection of thou- 
sands of comic books — 
domestic, Japanese, Kore- 
an, European and Ameri- 
can. 

There are dozens of 
comic-related products, 
more than 10 different 
newspapers and 60 mag- 
azines plus literature, 
travel and finance publi- 
cations. An internet ser- 
vice and CD exchange are 
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Japanese like this store. 


Dazzling poster decorates the wall 


also available. 

The cheapest drink 
here is five yuan. That 
means for five yuan, com- 
ic lovers can come, sit 
and read whatever comic 
books they like. For a one- 
hour maximum. 

“Combining comic 
reading with bar style 
service is totally new and 
creative for us,” says own- 
er Xiao Yu. 

“To attract more comic 
fans to get together in a 
cozy and comfortable en- 
vironment, we invited a 
Taiwan designer to em- 
ploy a Japanese decora- 
tive style.” 

The most frequent cus- 
tomers appear to be 
university students from 
nearby including Japanese 
and Koreans. 

Where: 6 Wudaok- 

ouxincun, opposite the 
west gate of Beijing 
University of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics, north 
of Universiade Village, 
Haidian District 

Open: lpm-2 am; after 
September, 24-hour ser- 
vice 

Tel: 8233 3057 


By Salinda 

T he King meets the Chairman only at 
the Beijing branch of the Hong Kong 
Collectors Club in Deshengmen. 

A Coca-Cola delivery truck, a pink Cadillac 
and a Dong Feng Golden Dragon may look like 
glorified toys for boys, but these exact miniature 
replicas are much, much more expensive. 

“A replica’s value depends on the availability 
of spares and its closeness to the real car itself,” 
says Gao Min, a replica car collector. 

Although few have heard “Jailhouse Rock” 
or “Love Me Tender”, most Chinese have heard 
of the legendary “Cat King,” as Elvis Aaron 
Presley is better known in Beijing. 

A 175-part, 1:24 replica of the pink limo the 
royal pussy presented to Gladys Presley forms 
the fascinating centerpiece of this collection, 
yours for a mere 1,190 yuan. This marvelous 
moment from Franklin Mint belongs to fans of 
early Elvis — young, dynamic, rockin’ — who 


By Dany 

C arrots, bananas, 
apples, eggplants, 
pumpkins and cobs of 
corn sit on display in the 
window. 

But better watch your 
mouth. Everything here is 
glass, nearly 500 different 
kinds. 

Glass works pepper 
places like Panjiayuan, 

Hongqiao and the counters 
of shopping malls with their 
crude or exquisite 
workmanship. 

But in Beijing, there’s 
no place like Jane’s Glass 
Art, with its comprehensive 
range of glass artwork. It’s 
a perfect store if one wanted 
to become a collector of glass art in a short time, 
say, one day. 

Glass stuff includes dinner sets, vases, 
candlesticks, perfume bottles and familiar and 
unfamiliar decorative objects. Customers’ favorites 
include animals, vegetables and flowerpots. 

A 5-centimeter-long dragonfly with a blue body 
and green wings radiates light in all directions. 
Glass bubbles float in a tank of water, and inside a 
wire supports a dolphin no bigger than a finger. 

Owner Gu Hongjian says such exquisite 
products were originally exported to Europe and 
North America. Now it’s our turn. 

Where: 8 Jianneidajie, C 227, 2nd floor of 
COFCO Plaza, Chaoyang District 

Price: 8-1,200 yuan, candy 8 yuan, dragonfly 30 
yuan, flowerpot 40yuan, vegetables 40-50 yuan 
Open: 9am-9pm 
Tel: 8511 3580 


thinker ? 


What’s your favorite shop, stand, bar or restaurant? 
We will be very happy to share your experience with all 
our readers and a mystery gift is waiting for you if we 
print your story. Please contact us at 6590-2524. E-mail: 
shopping@ynet.com. 


Not a toy 


gave his mom an all-American car. This is not 
the kind of car that belonged to the kung-fu 
fightin’, drug-riddled, pudgy-faced crooner of 
later years. 

In his later years, Mao Zedong once said, 
“How wonderful it is taking a ride in the 
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Office Space Stable 
in Second Quarter 


By Julie 

I n the second quarter of 
2002, the Beijing office 
market continued to 
decline with asking rents 
falling, while the average 
vacancy rate stabilized, as new 
offices did not enter the market 
and existing space was gradual- 
ly filled. 

Traditional industries were the 
driving force behind office space 
demand, followed by companies in 
the hi-tech sector. Domestic com- 
panies continued to play a larger 
part in the market than their for- 
eign counterparts. 

Looking ahead, the trend to- 
wards consolidation is expected 
to continue in Beijing’s office 
market in the third quarter of 
this year in light of the relatively 
sluggish performance of the over- 
all economy. A number of new 
developments will open, intensi- 
fying the already fierce competi- 
tion in the sector. 

Supply 

In the second quarter of the 
year, no new grade-A office build- 
ings came onto the market and to- 
tal available office space in the city 
stood at 2.83 million square meters, 
the same as in the first quarter. 

Despite the lack of new sup- 
ply in the second quarter, the 
amount of existing office space 
maintained the level of competi- 
tion in the market. A considerable 
amount of office space was open in 
prime office buildings within and 
around the CBD, such as Beijing 
Oriental Plaza, China Life Tower, 
Avic Tower and Ying Jia Center. 
In addition, an increasing amount 
of office space returned to the 
market as the result of mergers 
and acquisitions among multina- 
tional companies. 

Demand 

Traditional sectors continued to 
outperform the hi-tech sector in 
the office market in the second 
quarter. The media industry stood 
out in the market with Sunshine 
Stone leasing 3,000 square meters 
of offices in Hanwei Plaza and 
Legend AOL leasing 1,890 square 
meters in Raycom Infotech Park. 
Demand for office space was also 
strong among WTO-related indus- 
tries, especially the auto and in- 
vestment sectors. 

Volkswagen leased approxi- 
mately 3,000 square meters of 
space in Beijing Kerry Centre, 
Capital Investment leased 1,500 
square meters in the Tengda 
Building and Winsan China In- 
vestment leased 1,400 square 
meters in Avic Tower. 

The hi-tech sector, which had 
been flat in previous quarters, 
began to revive in the second 
quarter, led by Sun Microsys- 
tem’s R&D division leasing 3,000 


square meters in the Xue- 
zhi Building and Nokia 
expanding its offices in Pa- 
cific Century Place by 3,000 
square meters. Shenzhen 
Huawei, a domestic tele- 
communications company, leased 
2,600 square meters of offices in 
the Taikang Building. 

In the office investment mar- 
ket, domestic companies contin- 
ued their momentum. Compared 
to the first quarter, during which 
sales transactions were concen- 
trated in the west of Beijing, 
domestic companies began to ex- 
tend their purchases to the east- 
ern sections of town. 

Leasing market 

The average asking rent for 
grade A offices was $24. 38/sqm/ 
month, down 1.33 percent from 
the first quarter and the fifth 
consecutive quarter of decline. 
The falling rents can be attrib- 
uted to several factors. Tenants 
tightened their budgets for leas- 
ing offices due to the weakened. 

Demand for office space 
shrank with the trend towards 
mergers and acquisition among 
multinational companies. 

Sales Market 

The average sales asking price in 
the second quarter was $2, 180/sqm, 
a marginal decrease of 0.9 percent 
from the first quarter. With robust 
demand for newly-launched grade 
A office buildings in the east of 
Beijing and limited new supply, buy- 
ers had to turn to the pre-existing 
office buildings sold by strata titles. 
Vacancy Rate 

The overall vacancy rate 
among grade-A office buildings 
dropped to 15.64 percent from 
16.64 percent in the first quarter. 
Vacancy in the east of Beijing de- 
creased as a result of the increas- 
ing take up of office space by 
multinationals due to the deep- 
ening WTO effect. In contrast, 
the vacancy rate in the west rose 
as a considerable amount of of- 
fice space was put on the market 
as many companies moved to the 
east of the city. 

Forecast 

At least four office buildings 
will come on line in the third 
quarter, swelling available office 
space. At the same time, the 
global economic downturn will 
continue to force multinationals 
to consolidate their offices in or- 
der to control costs. Therefore, it 
seems likely that Beijing’s office 
market in the third quarter will 
show the continuation of the sec- 
ond quarter’s trend towards con- 
solidation and asking rents will 
continue to slide. 

The above information is pro- 
vided by DTZ Debenham Tie 
Leung. For more information 
please visit: www.dtz.com 
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In the Great Wall’s Shadow 


By Stephen Brown 

You would expect an avant-garde devel- 
opment within walking distance of the Great 
Wall to raise a storm of protest from conser- 
vationists and traditionalists. Local media re- 
ports, however, have chosen to focus on the 
trend-setting business savvy of the develop- 
ers, a couple, themselves. Huaxia lifestyle 
magazine ran a profile of Zhang Xin, one of 


the two, on the front cover of their issue, com- 
plete with family photos and pictures of her 
Cambridge University graduation splattered 
across the five-page spread. The few voices 
of media dissent heard were from local pa- 
pers who fussed over accusations of ‘imprac- 
tical’ houses that people would not want to 
live in. 

The valley lies outside the conservation 


area that prohibits building within 200 meters 
of the Great Wall, says Zhang. 

“If it’s one kilometer away, I’m relatively 
happy,” muses William Lindesay, Great Wall 
conservationist and veteran of more than 400 
days walking on the Wall. But the project in- 
fringes on his theories of “Wallscape” -- that 
not only the Wall should be protected, but 
also the landscape, the lives of local resi- 
dents, and traditional buildings should remain 
unchanged. Certainly not the place for ex- 
posed concrete constructions, says Lindesay, 
“Avant-garde architecture is alien, and bla- 
tantly unsuitable when you consider the maj- 
esty of the Wall. Keep structures like these in 
the cities, and leave the countryside alone.” 

Dotted around the foothills of the Great 
Wall lie examples of Lindesay’s concerns: 
garish hotel and commercial developments 
abandoned either from lack of money or 
lack of consumer interest, and Lindesay frets 
about the spread of architecture that is not in 
keeping with the history of the area. “What I 
fear is if one thing happens, other developers 
will move in with similar ideas,” he explains, 
“Developers by their very nature exploit the 
landscape.” 

Looking down at a stone shrine lying in the 
path of the wrecker’s ball in front of peasants’ 
cottages where the development’s recreation 
club will be built, the site foreman is more 
pragmatic. Will the Gods be angry that the de- 
velopers have knocked down the shrine? “Not 
at all! The Gods will thank us!” he laughs. “Af- 
ter all, we’re replacing these nasty old houses 
with beautiful new ones.” 


Troublesome Complex 
under New Management 


How Can I Get My Money Back for 
A Missing Square Meter? 


By WangDandan 

The construction of the Great 
Mall, said to be one of the largest for- 
eign-approved complex in Beijing, 
transferred to its third developer 
last week. Before the third develop- 
er, Beijing Weigong Yuanding Real 
Estate Company, took over, the com- 
plex had proven to be more than 
the second developer, Tiancheng 
Online, and the original developer 
could handle. 

What happened at this complex? 

Before Weigong Yuanding 
started its try at developing the 
complex, the complex had already 
amassed 400 million yuan in debts 
from bank loans, investment by 
Tiancheng Online, construction 
fees and employee salary pay- 
ments. The biggest headache for 
Su Xinzeng, the director of the 
board of the complex’s first devel- 
oper, was a credit crisis and a po- 
tential lawsuit from a bank for 
back payments. Because the com- 
plex’s management failed to pay 
off their loans on time, their bank 
gave them a final deadline of June 
27, after which the bank said it 
would file a lawsuit and refuse 
the complex any future loans. 
Why was Weigong willing to 
walk into this apparent trap? 

Weigong Yuanding is a local 
real estate company. According to 


Zhang Lin, the spokesperson for 
Weigong Yuanding, there are three 
reasons why the company decided 
to take over the development of the 
complex. One, it could still prove 
to be profitable. Two, there is po- 
tential for the value of the complex 
to rise. Three because if Weigong 
Yuanding is successful in reviving 
the complex, it will be a boost to 
the company’s reputation. 

Can the complex be revived? 

During the period of their co- 
operation, Tiantong Online and 
Su Xinzeng each held 50 percent 
stakes in the project and Su re- 
mained the director of the board. 

Weigong Yuanding has chosen 
a different route by holding a 
70 percent stake in the devel- 
opment compared with Su’s 30 
percent stake. Weigong Yuanding 
also took charge of appointing all 
top-level managers. 

Background: 

First Town was supposed to be 
completed in 2001 but remains 
unfinished and buyers of apart- 
ments have not been able to move 
in. The area's problems got more 
heated in February 2001 when a 
fight broke out during a meeting 
between representatives of apart- 
ment owners and the developer. 
Since then, the complex's develop- 
er has changed twice. 


By Hydie 

Mr. Buy moved into a new 
apartment a year ago, but when 
he received his property right 
certificate a month ago from 
the Beijing Real Estate Bureau, 
he found his apartment is one 
square meter smaller than the 
area stipulated in his contract. 

Mr. Buy demanded the de- 
veloper return the money for 
the missing square meter, but 
the developer refused. Chen 
Xu, the lawyer at the Beijing 
Long’an Law Firm, checked the 
contract and informed Mr. Buy 
the developer is legally required 


By Hydie 

Beijing Jinfeng Real Estate 
Company sued Mr. Buy in Janu- 
ary 2002 for failure to pay proper- 
ty management and heating fees. 
The court ruled against Mr. Buy 
and said he should pay the fees to 
the developer immediately. How- 
ever, Mr. Buy did not accept the 
result and sued the developer two 
months later. The judge in the sec- 
ond case told Mr. Buy to provide 
more proof if he did not want to 
lose the case again. 

Mr. Buy remembered that 
when he bought the apartment, 
he paid a far-above-average fig- 
ure of 11,182 yuan in public 
maintenance funds and was 
able to produce the contract he 


to return the money. 

Chen added there are three 
kinds of situations that including 
the miscalculation of area of prop- 
erties in which developers should 
return customers’ over-payments: 

1. if an apartment buyer makes 
a one-time payment and the area 
is not calculated correctly; 

2. if a buyer pays completes 
payment through several install- 
ments and holds the property 
right certificate; 

3. or, if a buyer completes pay- 
ment through several install- 
ments but has yet to receive the 
property right certificate. 


signed with the developer for 
the purchase of the apartment, 
which included the property 
management fee and heating 
fees for the first year. 

The total more than covered 
the fees Mr. Buy was respon- 
sible to pay. The developer did 
not deliberately ignore the con- 
tract, because few buyers make 
such large fee payments before 
moving in and developers are 
used to collecting fees after 
apartment buyers move. 

Mr. Buy’s victory in the sec- 
ond case is a reminder to all 
apartment owners and prospec- 
tive owners to keep all contracts 
and papers signed with develop- 
ers in case of future difficulties. 


Lawsuits over Fees Hold Lesson for All 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co.,Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACECr^rt#) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 
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Business training and cooperation 

♦ 311 ft 
International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

♦ HI Ip ^ ^ 

International investigation and financing 

♦ ® > m r > i 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 

♦® 

Office equipment 


rSfiJUffeiS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 
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16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 


Personal Information 


A man of 42, with 19 years 
working experiences in trade compan- 
ies in Hong Kong and Europe, fluent 
English and Cantonese, good com- 
puter skill, is now applying for jobs as 
Senior Business Manager and etc. 
Tel:6768501 6 
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Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦ Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 


Tel: 13701378266 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m±: 1 i 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
EfelS: 68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 ftK:68342761 
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A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline :0 1 0-66050344/6605039 1 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, chin 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 01 0-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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Exhibitions 


Music at Get Lucky Bar 

Iron Rite, Convenience Store, Fan 
Yin July 19. Third anniversary of band 
Painful Belief July 20. Sand, Wednes- 
day’s Travel, Smile July 26. Heavy Mu- 
sic Festival July 27. Where: Get Lucky 
Bar, east of the south gate of Univer- 
sity of International Business and Eco- 
nomics (Duiwai Jingmao). Admission: 
20-30 yuan. Tel: 6429 9109. 


jTrips 


Rafting on Yongding River 

Meet at Yongdingmen Railway Sta- 
tion (south of Taoranting Park) at 6:50 
am. Spend Saturday afternoon rafting, 
go fishing at night and camp by the 
river. Return by train at 11 am or 5 
pm. Where: Yanhe Cheng. When: July 
20, 21. Fee: 420 yuan, 180 yuan for 
members. Tel: 6873 1735, 8851 2481. 
Hiking 

Where: West of Mentougou (Ming 
Village area). Explore a national park 
on the way to the Ming village on Sat- 
urday. Stay in a courtyard house in 
the Ming village, next morning com- 
plete scouting a five-hour route. One 
and half hours hike up, through a 
very green and wooded mountain trail. 
The top is a 1,700-meter-high plateau. 
When: July 27, 28, meet 8:30 am at the 
Lido outside Starbucks. Drive time: 
two and half hours. Cost: 400 yuan. 
Email: bjhikers@yahoo.co.uk 


Activities 


Reminders! 


Activities at Evolution Fitness 
Center 

Summer swimming for children. Multi- 
level swimming lessons for students dur- 
ing summer vacation. Fee: 500 yuan for 10 
classes (member’s discount available). Belly 
Dancing. Instructor: Layla (French). When: 
every Wednesday, 8pm. Tai Ji. Instructor: 
Ma Dehong - 10 years Taiji teaching ex- 
perience. 6:45 pm, Mondays and Thurs- 
days. Spinning Cycle, a popular class in the 
west. Daily. Where: Evolution Fitness Cen- 
ter, Dabeiyao, Chaoyang District. Tel: 6567 
0266, 6567 4743. 

Summer Tennis Training Course 

20-hour training class for teenagers aged 
10 to 16. Where: Shangri-La Hotel, 29 Zi- 
zhuyuan Lu. When: July 22 - August 2, 
8-10 am, Monday - Friday. Fee: 800 yuan. 
Tel: 6841 2211 ext. 2881/2 (available till 
July 20). 

Activities at the Latino’s 

Four-week Beginner’s Salsa Course. 
Teacher Steve Hill introduces salsa and 
merengue. Those who have attended one or 


two previous classes can start from the sec- 
ond or third week. When: Sundays, July 
14, 7:30-8:30 pm. Fee: 320 yuan for four 
weeks (including free drink each lesson and 
a CD). 

Four-week Advanced Salsa Course. 
Teacher David Huo will teach salsa and me- 
rengue for people who have been dancing 
at least a few weeks. When: every Thurs- 
days from July 23, 8-9 pm. Fee: 400 yuan 
for four weeks (includes free drink and CD). 
Four-week Beginner’s Salsa Course. The La 
Playa team will introduce salsa and meren- 
gue. When: every Thursday from July 25, 
7 :30-8:30pm. Fee: 320 yuan for four weeks. 
Where: Latinos, south gate of Chaoyang 
Park. Tel: 6507 9898. 

Health for Everyone School 

Lecture on knowledge about prostate 
diseases. Lecturer: Shao Qiang. Where: 
meet at the entrance of the basement hall, 
Beijing Friendship Hospital, 95 Yong’anlu, 
Xuanwu District, bus 6, 15, 35, 822 to Youyi 
Yiyuan. When: July 25, 2-3 :30pm. Admis- 
sion: free. Tel: 6301 4411 ext 3482. 


Friday Cloudy to overcast, 
July 19 showers 

Max: 32C. Min: 22C. 




Saturday 
July 20 9 

Clear to overcast 
Max: 33C. Min: 23C. 


Sunday . 

July 21 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max:33C.Min: 23C. 

Monday m 
July 22 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 33C. Min: 23C. 

Tuesday 
July 23 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 32C. Min:22C. 



Wednesday 
July 24 

Cloudy to overcast 

Max: 3 1C. Min: 23C. 


Thursday 
July 25 

Overcast to cloudy 
Max: 33C.Min: 23C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accommodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at bjto- 
dayinfo @ ynet.com or call 6590 
2520. By Priscilla 






Concert 


District. When: till July 28, 9 am - 5 pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 6525 3466. 


Cool Summer 

Korean Buffet. Del- 
icacies from Korea. 

Where: Atrium, Hilton 
Hotel Beijing. When: 

Every Wednesday, din- 
ner. Cool Summer. Sum- 
mer is here, and you 
do not have to travel far 
to enjoy a relaxing out- 
door atmosphere. Look no 
further than the newly 
established Fountain Ter- 
race at the Hilton Beijing. 

With cool summer breeze 
under twinkling stars, 
you can choose from a 
wide selection of snacks 
or specialties from the grill, indulge in ice- 
cold draft beer and other delicious cocktails 
all prepared specially for your enjoyment 
Where: Hilton Hotel Beijing. When: sum- 
mer, daily, from 6 pm till midnight. Admis- 
sion: free for kids under six years old. Tel: 
6466 2288 ext. 7332. 

New Creations of Cantonese 
Flavor 

New executive chef Chou Ngai has 
more than ten years experiences as head 
chef in one of Hong Kong’s best Cantonese 
restaurants “Fu Lin Men.” He brings great 
excitement to the Cantonese offerings with 
his artistic creations. His specialties in- 


Cool Summer 


For celebrating the 5th anniversary 
of the return of Hong Kong. Performed 
by Andy Lau, Nicholas Tse, Karen Mok, 
Gigi Leung. Where: Worker’s Stadium. 
When: July 27, 7:30pm. Admission: 
120-580 yuan. Tel: 6528 7675/6528 7750 
ext. 198/508. 

Evening of Mozart - 
Symphony Concert 

By China Song and Dance The- 
ater Symphony Orchestra. Program: 
Overture Figaros Hochzeit. Where: 
National Library Concert Hall, 33 
Zhongguancun Nandajie, Haidian 
District. When: July 28. Admission: 
80-280 yuan. Tel: 6528 7675/6528 
7750 ext. 198/508. 


Painting by Wang Yuping 

Director’s Choice - Red Gate Gal- 
lery Group Exhibition 

Brian Wallace, founder and director of 
Red Gate Gallery presents this group ex- 
hibition, which provides an insight into 
his appreciation and understanding of 
contemporary Chinese art. Twenty-two 
artists are represented, exploring issues 
such as gender, family planning and the 
environment, supplying a “social com- 
mentary” on the political, economical and 
cultural transformations within contem- 
porary Chinese society. Artists include 
Su Xinping, Zhang Yajie, Sui Jianguo, 
Sheng Qi, Zheng Xuewu. Where: Red 
Gate Gallery, Dongbianmen Watchtower, 
Chongwenmen. When: July 23 - August 
25, 10 am - 5 pm, Tuesday - Sunday. Ad- 
mission: free. Tel: 6525 1005. 

Summer Melody - Chinese 
Painting Exhibition 

Traditional Chinese paintings such as 
flower-and-bird paintings, landscape and 
figure paintings by Feng Linzhang, Mi 
Chunmao, Hu Yongkai and Chen Dao- 
hong. New Vision - Oil Painting and Sculp- 
ture Exhibition. More than 30 selected 
oil paintings and 10 sculptures by Han 
Xuejun, Li Chunyao, Yin Kim, Cheng 
Xiangjun and Xin Yi. Where: Wan Fung 
Gallery, 136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng 


Painting by Zeng Chuanxing 


Fable of Life - Contemporary 
Painting Exhibition 

Five artists from Nanchang: Leng 
Shaoqiang, Lu Wei, Zhou Wenjun, Hu 
Yaxi and Zhang Siyong. Where: New 
Millennium Art Gallery, Xin Two, Diyang 
Tower, Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. When: July 20-30, 9 am-7 pm. 
Preview: July 20, 3-7 pm. Admission: 
free. Tel: 8453 6193. 


Modem Times 

Directed by Hu Bingliu, starring Bai 
Xueyun, Pan Yu, 1997, 90 minutes. Chinese 
with English subtitles. This film was des- 
ignated by the government as a “1998 Key 
Film” because of its depiction of the dif- 
ficulties a family has in adjusting to the 
changing economic system. An old woman 
is neglected by her son and sent to live with 
a housekeeper. The two women cannot get 
along, but gradually become close friends. 
Trouble erupts when the woman entrusts 
her life savings to the housekeeper so that 
she can open a restaurant in her hometown. 
Winner of first prize at the 1998 Shanghai 
Film Festival. Where: Cherry Lane Mov- 
ies, Century Theater, 40 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
one kilometer east of the Lufthansa Center. 
When: July 26, 8 pm. Admission: 50 yuan. 
Tel: 6416 5318/9. 


Starwar 

Farinelii - Voce regina 

Directed by Gerard Corbiau, Italian/ 
French with English subtitles. In the 18th 
century, no man was more famous, more 
beloved, or more celebrated than the man 
called Farinelii. With all the charisma, tal- 
ent, drive and success of a modern-day rock 
star, Farinelii had everything: money, tal- 
ent, fame, women and the voice of an angel. 
Where: Cultural Office of the Italian Em- 
bassy, 2 Sanlitun Dong’er jie. When: July 


25, 7 pm. Admission: free. Tel: 6532 2187. 

Z 

French political 
movie. Directed by 
Costa-Gavras, 1969, 
127 minutes. Where: 
The Loft, 4 Gongti- 
beilu, Chaoyang Dis- 
trict. When: July 21, 
6:30 pm. Admission: 
10 yuan, 5 yuan for 
students. Tel: 6501 7501. 

Korean Movies 

A Mystery of the Cube, Libera Me. 
Where: News and Culture Department of 
the Korean Embassy, 38 Xiaoyun Lu, Cha- 
oyang District. When: July 19, 26, 5:30 pm. 
Admission: free. Tel: 8453 8112/3/4. 


Libera Me 

Breaking the Waves 

Directed by Lars von Trier, 1996. Winner 
of the Grand Prix du Jury at Cannes 1996, 
Cesar for Best Foreign Film, the EFA award 
for Best European Film and an Academy 
Award nomination for Emily Watson in the 
leading role. Where: Space for Imagination 
Coffee House, 5 Xiwangzhuang Xiaoqu (op- 
posite the east gate of Qinghua University). 
When: July 20, 7 pm. Admission: 5 yuan. 
Tel: 6279 1280. 


Breaking the Waves 


elude Abalone, Shark 
Fin, Clay Pot dishes such 
as Glass Noodle and 
Crab in Clay Post, and 
Braised Live Turtle in 
Clay Pot. Where: Shan- 
gri-La Hotel, 29 Zi- 
zhuyuan Lu. Tel: 6841 
2211. 

Promotion at the 
Great Wall 

Brandy Meets Lob- 
ster. Where: French Bis- 
tro. New High Tea. Sip 
a Starbucks coffee while 
enjoying classical music 
and sample pastry chef 
Cord’s Hennessey bitter 
chocolate terrine and Moet en Chandon 
mousse cake. Where: Atrium, Great Wall 
Sheraton Hotel. When: July. Tel: 6590 
5566 ext. 2116. 


Due to circumstances beyond our control, 
the movies scheduled for July 17 and 25 can- 
not be screened. People who have already 
bought tickets can see a different movie in 
August by showing the stub. Two Girls , Au- 
gust 1. New Legend of Shaolin, August 8. The 
Lovers , August 15. Chrysanthemum Tea , Au- 
gust 22. Umbrella Story, August 29. Where: 
Dongchuang Cinema. Tel: 6415 7332. 


Symphony concert 


Symphony Orchestra 

By China Song and Dance Theater 
Symphony Orchestra. Program: Mozart, 
Serenade Symphony No. 29; Beethoven, 
Symphony No. 7; Mendelssohn, Sym- 
phony No. 3; Chaikovsky, String Sene- 
nade Symphony No. 4. Where: National 
Library Concert Hall. When: July 26, 
27. Admission: 10-60 yuan. Tel: 6528 
7675/6528 7750 ext. 198/508. 


Beijing Opera - The Newest 
Idea about Love 

Director: Meng Jinghui, starring 
Yang Naiwen, Yang Ting. 

Love stories of several 
young people. Where: Cap- 
ital Theater, Wangfujing 
Dajie. When: July 26 - 
August 4, 7 :30pm. Admis- 
sion: 80-280 yuan. Tel: 

6528 7675/6528 7750 ext. 

198/508. Tickets sold 
only on www.piao.com.cn(/ 
english) 

Peking Opera 

Da Dian, Monkey King 
Makes Trouble in the Drag- 


on Palace , July 19. The Crossroads, 
Stealing the Magic Herb , July 20. The 
Empty -City Stratagem , July 21. Picking 
up a Jade Bracelet , Borrow- 
ing a Palm-leafFan, July 22. 
Escape of the Fourth Son of 
the Yartgs, Stealing the Mag- 
ic Herb , July 23. Picking up 
a Jade Bracelet, Combat in 
the Heavenly Palace, July 
24. Where: Opera Hall of 
Huguang Guild Hall, 3 Hu- 
fanglu, Xuanwu District. 
When: July 19-26, 7:30 pm. 
Admission: 100-180 yuan, 
200, 380 yuan box ticket. 


Main Actress Yang Ting 


Tel: 6351 8284. 


Painting by Xu Jizhong 

Heart Emotion and Colors - 
Chinese Painting Joint Exhibition 
by Ten Artists 

Different styles of more than 50 works 
by artists including Xu Jizhong, He Bin, 
Yan Yonghui. They combine western color 
style with Chinese traditional paintings. 
Where: New Art Center, 136 Nanchizi 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. When: July 
21-28. Admission: free. Tel: 6528 9103. 


ft 

An Jun 


Thursday Movies 

Announcement: Be There or Be Square 
scheduled for July 25 is replaced by Star 
Wars 2, Attack from Clones, in Chinese 
no English Subtitles. Where: Dongchuang 
Cinema, 3 Xinzhongjie, Dongzhimenwai, 
subway or bus 24, 44, 815 to Dongzhimen. 
When: July 25, 8:30 pm. Admission: 30 
yuan. Tel: 6415 7332. 


Walk and Talk - 
Ming Qing Furniture 

Visit a private furniture collection un- 
der the guidance of a renowned expert. 
Hu Desheng, researcher at Palace Mu- 
seum, will explain his formula for calcu- 
lating prices for ancient furniture, taking 
into account style, material, origin, age 
and workmanship. He will also introduce 
tricks used by furniture manufactures to 
fool unwary buyers. Where: meet at Kem- 
pinski Hotel lobby at 1:50 pm, a private 
collection showroom, and touch the wood 
specimens collected through years at Yue 
Fu Zhai. When: July 20, Saturday, 2-4:30 
pm. Admission: 180 yuan (transpor- 
tation, English translation provided). 
Membership ticket offers 10 percent or 
more discount. Tel: 8451 8767. Email: 
lhdbj@public.bta.net.cn 

i 


technique and the development of inner 
strength. See a demonstration of forms 
and learn a few techniques derived from 
them. Presenter: Zhang Shengli. Trans- 
lator: Damon Peny. Where: meet at the 
south gate of Ditan Park (northwest of 
Lama Temple). When: July 27, 3:45 pm. 
Tel: 13910 534743. 


Map of the Massage Center 

Learn Massage from the Blind 
Masseuses 

An interested group will form to learn 
and practice the skill. Where: Aboson 
Blind Massage Center. When: July 24, 
7:30-10pm. Fee: 50 yuan. Tel: 6466 1247, 
6465 2044. 

Jiaozi (dumpling) Workshop 

Learn to make steamed and boiled ji- 
aozi with different vegetarian and meat 
fillings. Tel: 13051 583118 (Sun Jing). 


Illuminate the Great Wall - Out- 
door Party 

With more than 20 bands, DJs, artists 
and filmmakers in attendance, the Great 
Wall lights up. Let the great party of the 
summer inuminate you. Where: Jinshan- 
ling Great Wall. Buses departure August 
3; 2, 4 and 6 pm. Return August 4; 2, 4, 
6 pm. Ticket: 200 yuan (July 15 - Au- 
gust 1), 300 yuan (August 1-3). Tel: 13011 
886112, 6401 1251. 

Taichi and Kungfu Workshop 

Xingyiquan, Taijiquan and Bagua- 
zhang rely not on strength or size, but on 


Chen Shi (Stale Corpse) fourth anniver- 
sary and warm-up for their third album. 
July 20, 8 pm, Get Lucky Bar. 

Movie: Chen Mo and Mei Ting. July 20, 
2 pm, Space for Imagination Coffee House. 


E , affguagglE^jjln§g 


A Chinese male, working at a univer- 
sity in Beijing, is looking for an English na- 
tive speaker as language partner, overseas 
student preferably. If anybody is interest- 
ed, feel free to contact at 6813 0654 (H) or 
13161 188712. 


Announcement 
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Leisurely Getaway 


Home Fit for Heroes 

Zhuozhou produces imperial rice, romantic royal stories, tall tales 




Duck’s paradise by the Yongji 
Bridge 



By Jiang Zhong 

M odern chemical fertilizer is forbidden. 

“The locals will not enlarge the field 
to expand output,” says rice dealer Liu 
Changzheng. He scoops up a glop of paddy. 

“The extra parcel of land would worsen the fla- 
vor of this rice as that parcel has not been nour- 
ished for centuries on this ancient muck.” 

Liu comes to the city of Zhuozhou once a week 
to check on his valuable rice. The gong mi 
7^ imperial rice) is the symbol of the city. The im- 
perial techniques have 
been handed down and 
maintained for more 
than 1,000 years on 
this 10-hectare field. 

The locals are at 
their busiest today, 
one of the hottest 
days of early July. 
They dig a 12-meter 
well and draw water 
from underground to 
irrigate the rice. 

“When I was young, the farmers didn’t need to 
dig a well,” says Liu. “Three-inch-deep water was 
accumulated in the field around the year. Loaches 
and frogs were the best friends of children.” 

Do not eat the produce 

It is harvest season. Liu squats beside a 
pump, cups the cold water in his hands. This 

water tastes pretty 
good too. 

In the heat of the 
sun, the farmers’ skin 
has turned a kind 
of reddish-brown. Mo- 
bile phones on their 
belts belie the mod- 
ern world outside. 

The farmers have 
never tasted their 
own rice. Half the rice 
will be handed to the 
State, as it has been 
for some 600 years. 

“The local authori- 
ty collects the remain- 
ing half of the harvest 
and compensates them 

with cooking oil and other kinds of rice,” says Liu. 

Lotus Road (#£££§ Hehua Lu) cuts across the 
field and ends at the junction with Beijing-Shenzhen 
Highway 107 that runs over the Juma (Jel^) River. 

Explosive Pagodas 

Leaving the bridge behind, head south along the 
highway towards the twin pagodas. As the tallest 
buildings of Zhuozhou, the pagodas helped outsiders to 

locate the capital city 
in ancient times. 

“I used to play 
hide-and-seek with 
my friends in the pa- 
godas when I was 
young,” says Liu. 

The top of the 
south pagoda was 
damaged in the war- 
lords’ wars of 1930s. 
The city began reno- 
vating the pagoda in 
1999. They stopped 
two months ago ow- 
ing to a cash shortage. 
Workers found an un- 
detonated shell in the 
pagoda. 

“The shell was 
transported to the re- 
mote suburbs and detonated, leaving a 2-meter 
crater. How terrible! We had been playing on a 
time bomb all those years.” 

The better-preserved northern pagoda is now 
confined in the city’s electric power company 

backyard parking lot. 
Wang Xinghai guards 
the company vehi- 
cles. 

“Sometimes at 
night we drink tea in 
the top floor of the 
pagoda,” says Wang. 
“We are treated to a 
refreshing breeze and 
a spectacular view of 
the starry sky.” 


Zhang Fei’s memorial hall 



The twin pagodas in Zhuo- 
zhou offer a chance to learn 
the inner structure of an an- 
cient pagoda 




Wang and pals are privileged. Most of Beijing’s 
ancient pagodas bar visitors. Wang leans to open the 
heavy wooden door. 

Each detail inside the damp, cool building in- 
tensifies a feeling of ancient mystery. The walls are 
painted with intricate patterns. But only the red 
bottom remains today. 

Some patterns can be vaguely distinguished in 
niches once used to house statues of the gods. The 
brick steps make for a completely unsafe, com- 
pletely recommended ascent. 

“They were destroyed by 

termites.” Wang sometimes 

reaches out to the walls for 
stability. Light that seeps in 
through the windows creates 
different effects at different 
times of the day. 

Lotus seats on the second 
floor were moved from niches 
to the windows. “Some locals 
removed the lotus seats to see 
whether treasures were bur- 
ied under them as legends had said. 

“There were also Buddha statues sitting on the 
lotus seats. All but one was removed during the 
Cultural Revolution. Even the last one lost its 
head.” 

Today the beheaded Buddha sits by a window. 
He faces the world outside as if looking for his 
head in the brush beneath. 

Wang must leave for lunch. Before leaving, he 
suggests two must-sees for a Zhuozhou visit. 

Three Kingdoms City 

Continue south down Highway 107. After the 
ancient earth wall of the city and the Da Shi 
Qiao (^5# Big Stone Bridge), comes Zhong Yi 


“Today the beheaded Bud- 
dha sits by a window . He 
faces the world outside as if 
looking for his head in the 
brush beneath 
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Background 



Photos by Zhao Shiyu 

Dian CSnXJS), the village of Zhang Fei. 

Zhang Fei, a hero of the Chinese classic novel 
Romance of the Three Kingdoms , has been wor- 
shipped in East Asian countries for some 600 years. 
Liu’s parents’ home is also in this village. Liu sug- 
gests first we take a look at the ancient well. 

Liu sits in the shadow of the old pagoda tree be- 
side the well. He sucks on a 0.8 percent tar Zhong- 
nanhai. He tells the old, old story. 

Zhang Fei used to sell pork at village market. 
He stored the pork in the well wall in summer 
to prevent it from rotting. To 

prevent theft, he covered the 

mouth of the well with a heavy 
stone. The stone was so heavy 
only he himself could move it. 

One day, a Shanxi green 
bean dealer, Guan Yu, came 
to market. Thirsty, he moved 
the stone to draw water from 
the well. Then he noticed the 
pork and ate that too. 

When he found out, Zhang 
started a fight with Guan. Neither could subdue 
the other. Liu Bei, a straw sandal dealer, broke 
up the fight. He suggested instead of fighting, 
the three form a brotherhood. 

They performed their rite in the peach garden 
beside the well. This chapter of the Romance of the 
Three Kingdoms is much beloved by Chinese boys. 
The three heroes went on to establish the Shu Dy- 
nasty (221-263). 

The peach garden today has tables and desks 
for drinking tea and chatting. 

The tablets at Zhang Fei’s memorial hall are 
worth a visit. Besides the Qianlong calligraphy, 
some tablets have bullet holes. 


Worshipers offer red silk to Zhang Fei’s statue 

Three Kingdoms — 
All You Need to Know 

By Jiang Zhong 

The Romance of The Three Kingdoms 
is a semi-fictional literary masterpiece 
written by Luo Guanzhong during the 
Ming Dynasty. 

Traditional historians depict these bloody 
times as a golden age of chivalry and al- 
though the events took place more than 
1,700 years ago, characters such as Liu 
Bei, Cao Cao, Guan Yu, Zhang Fei and 
Zhu Geliang remain household names to- 
day. 

Their exploits, courage and adventures 
saturate the novel’s description of one of 
the most turbulent periods of China’s his- 
tory toward the end of the Han Dynasty 
when corruption ran rampant in the impe- 
rial court, the eunuchs holding sway. 

Coupled with floods, plagues and lo- 
custs, hunger and dissatisfaction among 
the peasants escalated into endless rebel- 
lions. 

The court, unable to surpress the rebel- 
lion with government troops, issued a call 
to warlords across the country to assist him 
in crushing the rebels. From then on, the 
Han Emperor’s power waned as warlords 
jockeyed for position. Sovereignty became 
a struggle between three states: Wei, Wu 
and Shu. 

The novel itself has a tendency to glorify 
Liu Bei, a distant relative of the Han Em- 
peror, who later became the King of Shu, 
while condemning Cao Cao, a formative 
figure in Chinese history, who usurped the 
throne of the last emperor of Han and be- 
came the King of Wei. 

The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 
is not only about struggle and conflicts 
among warlords, but also loyalty, betrayal, 
courage, lust, determination, responsibility, 
repaying the kindness of others and trust 
among people. 


Flamamgi M^iaira'fcams 


For those who want to learn more about the 
three heroes, the San Yi Gong (HX 1 ® Palace of 
Three Heroes) at Lou Sang Miao Village 

two kilometers ahead offers the chance. 

At the entrance, statues stand on a high terrace 
with two Chinese characters “zhuo” “zhou”. The vil- 
lagers tell outsiders the statues stand for the spirit 
of Zhuozhou. 

Lou Sang Miao is an ideal picnic spot. Villagers 
like to tell visitors tall tales not found in the official 
books. 

Fan Yang Road (SSP0S&), the most important ar- 
tery of the city, ends at the glazed gateways east of 
the city. Emperor Qianlong’s calligraphy is carved 
here — Tian Xi Di Yi Zhou (the most important 
city of China). 

Jingshi Expressway, not far away, takes drivers 
back to Beijing. Look back over your shoulder and 
maybe catch a glimpse of the glazed tiles glimmer- 
ing gold in the setting imperious sun. 

Getting to Zhuozhou: 

From Liuliqiao, take the Jingshi Expressway to 
Zhuozhou 


Chinawide 


The farmers have never treated 
themselves to the imperial rice 
they grow 


By Jiang Zhong/ Yang Yang 

B eijing has been boiling re- 
cently. But in Xinjiang, the 
people know temperatures 
of up to 45 °C . Around the famous 
Flaming Mountains, the tempera- 
tures can touch 55 °C (131°F). 

The 98-kilometer range runs 
east-west through the Turpan De- 
pression, a branch of the Tian- 
shan Mountains formed by tectonic 
movements of the Himalayas 50 
million years ago. 

Erosion and folded belts formed 
by crust movements have created 
an exotic, undulating landscape 
with crisscrossing gullies and ra- 
vines. In the heat of the sun, the 
red rock glows as hot air curls like 
smoke, hence the name. 

The Flaming Mountains are so 
hot and so dry “flying birds even 500 
kilometers away dare not come”. Yet 
the mountains at the same time act 


like a giant natural dam for the un- 
derground reservoir in the basin. 

Situated north of the ancient 
Silk Road, the Flaming Moun- 
tains radiate with traveler’s tales 
and contain significant relics. The 
mountains are best known by 
Chinese for the 16th century clas- 
sic Journey to the West , which 
describes Buddhist monk Xuan 
Zang’s pilgrimage to India. 

In the novel, the monk encounters 
a wall of flames — an apt description 
for these mountains — but is able 
to extinguish them with help of his 
companion, the Monkey King. 
Getting there: 

The mountains are 98 kilome- 
ters long and 9 kilometers wide. The 
highest peak is 40 kilometers east of 
Turpan and 831.7 meters above sea 
level. Since the new highway was 
completed, the time between Tur- 
pan and Urumqi has been substan- 



tially shortened to about two hours. 
From Urumqi, buses leave about ev- 
ery half an hour from the main bus 
station or the Erdaoqiao market. The 
journey takes between three to four 
hours and tickets cost 11 to 22 yuan. 


Photo by Jason Zhao 

There are also Turpan-bound trains 
from Urumqi, but the bus is more 
convenient as Turpan’s train station 
is located 50 kilometers outside of 
the town itself, making visitors catch 
a bus into town. 







